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PREFACE.

Tiis work is not a personal history. For fifteen years [ was a
layman in the Protestant Episcopal Church, and having had my
attention called to the subjects and mode of Baptism, after two
years of careful study of the subject | deemed it my duty to unite
with the Baptists.

[n my examination of the subject I found it necessary to read
a great many tracts, pamphlets. and books. none of which covered
completely the whole ground. Fecling the need of a
comprehensive little work to place in the hands of young
converts, and those desiring to know the distinctive principles
of the Baptists, I prepared the following volume. I claim for it
no originality. It is simply a compilation of facts, and the
arguments of others, culled from numerous sources after careful
and voluminous reading. But as he who could obtain credit for
constructing a new edifice largely from old material. with the
addition of a little new, must see to it that the old material is not
too conspicuous; and as I remember that the Class of persons
for whom this is written care more to see the finished building
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than the method, manner, and material of its construction, I have
arranged the facts and arguments culled, so that their source and
authorship is not evident.

At the same time I have acknowledged my indebtedness to all
who may recognize their own offspring in the garb of a foreigner.

THE AUTHOR
SerTEMBER 1, 1887
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1. ORIGIN OF THE BapTISTS.

Almost all the Anti-papist denominations date, either directly
or indirectly, from the Reformation of the sixteenth century. The
Protestant Episcopal, Lutheran, and Presbyterian Churches, came
from the Roman Catholic Church, and the Methodist Episcopal
Church came from the Protestant Episcopal Church.

The Baptists, however. do not date from the Reformation.
Though Anti-papists, they are not, in the technical and historical
sense of the word, “Protestants,” though they have ever protested,
and do now protest, against the heresies and abominations of
the Romish Church.

Just before his ascension, Jesus said to his disciples:

All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
1 have commianded you; and, lo, | am with you always, even unto the
end of the world. Amen. Matt 28: 18-20: and Mark adds, He that believeth
and is baptized, shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
Mark 16: 16.

The requirements of this Divine Commission, are -

1.To preach the gospel to all nations.

2.To baptize those who believe.

3.To teach those who believe to observe all things whatsoever
Christ commanded.

This the apostles did. That the churches they founded were
believed to be composed of regenerated persons, is evident from
the fact that they addressed or referred to them as “believers,”
‘quickened.” “the faithful.” “the redeemed.” “the
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sanctified” “the saved,” etc. The apostolic churches were also
independent bodies; that is, separate from the State and from
each other, and self governed. They are spoken of individually
as, “the church at Jerusalem,” “the church at Antioch,” “the
church at Smyrna.” They are spoken of collectively as, “the
churches,” “the churches of Macedonia,” “the churches of Asia,”
“all the churches.”

They are represented as electing their own officers, admitting,
expelling, and restoring members, and acting as distinct,
independent bodies.

There is a remarkable similarity between the apostolic
churches and the Baptist churches of today. in their modes and
forms of worship.

The apostolic churches were distinguished for the plainness
and simplicity of their worship. “They had no magnificent
cathedrals, gorgeously arrayed priesthood, no prescribed ritual,
no splendid religious shows, no pomp of music, no parade of
images and paintings.”

Quietly, and unostentatiously, they met in some “upper room,”
or other humble sanctuary. to sing, to pray, to read and expound
the Scriptures, and 10 exhort one another to faithfulness in the
Christian life.

11 HISTORY OF THE BAPTISTS.

The Baptists claim to have descended from the apostles.

It is true that the line of descent cannot always be traced.
Like a river, that now and then in 1ts course is lost under the
surface of the ground, and then makes its appearance again, the
Baptists claim that, from the days of the apostles until the present
time, there have not been wanting those persons, either separately
or collected into churches, and known under different names,
who, if now living, would be universally recognized as Baptists.
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Since the origin of the Baptists. long and eventful ages have
elapsed. Some of them were ages of ignorance and darkness.
Men were afraid to speak or to write - almost to think. The
principles for which the Baptists contended were fiercely
denounced as heresy and treason. To speak, was to be hushed in
death. Had they not been immortal, all vestiges of them, save in
the tecords of courts and councils, would have perished. Their
existence and continuity can be traced down the ages by “the
stains of their martyr's blood, and the light of their martyr’s fires.”

Since the days of the apostles, they have come to the surface
in the Novatians, the Donatists, the Paulicians, the Paterines,
the various communities of Waldenses, the so-called Anabaptists
of Germany, the Mennonites, or Dutch Baptists, the Baptists of
England; and are seen today in the Baptists distributed all over
the world.

Dr. Cramp says: “When Luther blew the trumpet of religious
freedom, the Baptists came out of their hiding-places to share in
the general gladness, and to take part in the conflict.”

The Baptists have suffered, in common with other Christian
denominations, at the hands of wicked rulers, and of the Roman
hierarchy. They have also suffered by themselves for their
peculiar views as Baptists, at the hands of Lutherans, Episcopal-
ians, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists; and for no one thing
more than their rejection of infant baptism. In Germany they
were plundered, thrust into dungeons, banished, and numbers of
them beheaded or burned alive. Torture was frequently employed
to wring from the sufferers the names and abodes of their
associates, or to force them to renounce the faith. In Switzerland,
in 1526, 1t was ordered that if any baptized others, or submitted
to baptism (re-baptism, they called it), they should be drowned
without mercy. Many Baptist ministers were drowned; and they
held their meetings in secret, in the woods, and under cover of
the night. Finally, they left the country in large numbers, going
to Moravia, where, for a season, they were tolerated; but at length
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w was passcd expelling them, and they lf, some going (o
Hungary, ome to Transylvanis, some to Walachia, and others
0 Poland.

I the Netherlands, he hand of oppression was heavy on the
Baptist. In 1532, three were burned i the Hague, By edicts
published in the following year, all persons were forbidden 1o
Harbor Baptit preachers in Holland: and Baptists tefusing o
recant wore o be slam. The orture was constantly rsoricd (0
The victims were stetched on the rack, or thumb-screws were
employed,orasimila instrument applied t the ankles. No egard
was paid 10 s, sution, or age. Under Bloody Mary. a good
proportion of the martye blood that lowed was from the veins
of Bapists, and many passed to heaven through the fire.

In the cary scttlements of America, Church and State were
united by law, and the Church sustained by taxaion and State
appropriations in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Virgini and
persccutions against Dissenters were violent and severe.

In 1620 (December 20), the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth
Rock, and founded the first colony in New England. They were
Tndependents, or Congregationalists: and on board the
“Mayflower.” they had made 3 provision for the support of the
church and ministry by taxation. The Pilgrims, or Puritans, did
not come o this country o cstablish religious lberty: they came
10 establish sheir own fait, and to exclude allathers from their
colonics; and they were more mtolerant in their colonial
enactments against Dissentes than cther England or Holland,
whenc they had fled from persecurion.

Roger Williams landed at Boston, February S, 1631, He had
been a minister of the Church of England; but becoming
disgusted with it corruptions, he sought & home i the Purian
colony of Massachusets. But when he found the Puritan Church
at Bostonsill holding communion with the Church of England,
he efused to unite with 1, and we to Salem. But his sentiments
were quite in advance of the Purians. He boldly preached
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eligious librty, libety of conscience, liberty of worship, and
doclared that the civil magistrate had no right o cosrce the
consciences of men, nor nflc civil penltis upon men forthet
forms of reigious fith and worship. In January. 1636, he was
banisheds but his persccutors, fearing that he would cstablsh
another colony. determined (0 send him back o England: but
when the offcers went 0 his home (o arrst him, h was gone.
He had ledint the wilderness among th savages, who furnished
him with a bome “For fourceen weeks,” he says, “I knew not
what bed o bread did mean” He had made the acquaintance,
and sccured the fricndship of Massasoit, and the Narraganset
chiefs, Canonicus and Miantonomoh. By the last two he was
welcomed to Narraganset Bay, where he founded the city of
Providence. In March, 1639, he became & Baptist, and was
baptizd by onc ofhis own mermbers;and then he i turn baptizcd
others. Thus was oganized the first Baptst Church in America.
Bt the method was never repeated.

Though persecuted by others, the Bapists have never
persecated. They have alvays opposed the union of Charch and
Stae. In Virginia,in 1784, when they had almost conquered in
heir struggle forreigious freedom, « compromise was proposed
i the form of the famous “Assessment Bill” Every one was fo
o axed to supportreligion; but (0 have the liberty of saying to
‘which denomination his tax was o be applicd. The Baptists saw
tha this was an alliance of Church and Sate, and opposing f,
secured its defeat.

In Georgia, in 1785, a law for the esablishment and support
of religion was actually passed, through the influcnce of the
Episcopalians It embraced al denominations, and gave all equal
prvileges; butthe same year, he Bapiists remonsrated against
it sent two messengers o the Logislaurs, and it was promply
repealed. The fist modern teatse ever writen upon “Religious
Liberty,” wes by Leonard Busher, a Bapiis in 1614,
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‘The Baptists have not only bee the firm frends of “Religious
Liberty.”but of “Civi Liberty” 28 well.

Thomas Jefferson had much to do in shaping the government
of Virginia, and of the United States. He was not a Baptist, but
o was brought up inclose reltions o them; and about ten years
before the Revolution, he attended, for several months, the
mectings of a small Baptist church near Monicello,his country
seat, and became much interested in their church government:
and declared that it was the only irue democrucy exising in the
world; and that he believed it would be the best plan of
overnment fr the American Colonies.

A National Constitution for the United States was adopted in
1787. s provisions were satisfactory so far as they went; but
many el that “Religious Liberty” was not suficintly guarded.
‘The Baptist General Committoe of Virginia, in 1788, expressed
their disapproval of this important omission, and, after
consultation with James Madison, they wrote to President
Washington, seyiag, that they feared that iberty of conscience,
deaer 10 them than property orife, was not suffciently gusrded
in the Constitution. Washington sent a kind and encouraging
reply. and in the very next month, Virginia proposed that
immortal “First Amendment” o the Constitution of the United
States:

‘Congress shll make nolaw respecting an estblishment o eigion,
or prohibiting th free xercis theoof or abridging the frecdom of
specch o of the press, o the ight f the people peaceably o assemble
nd peition the government for  redrss of grievances.

1L SravomnG axp Nusaea or ax Barrists.
It is sometimes disdainfully said that the Baptists are poor,

illiteate, fow in sumber,devoid of socal efinement, and oczupy
an unimportant position in the world. Neither wealth, learning,
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numbers, social position, courtliness of manners, nor worldly
influence, have any necessary connection with piety or the favor
of God. If they have, then the apostles and other carly Christians.
possessed neither. They were fewer in number, more deficient
i power, more ilterae, and more depressed socially,than the
Baptists now are

‘As 0 the numbers, the Baptists cannot now be called  “mere
handful.” In the United States, they have increased from one in
sty in 1790, o one in hwenty in 1885. Inthe year 1700, there
were but 15 Baptist Churches in America. In 1750, there were
58, an increase of nearly one a year. In 1790, there were 872,
‘with a membership of 64,975, a gai of 20 churches 3 year. The
popultion of the United States in 1790, was 3,290,000, one in
every sisty being a member of a Baptist Church.

In 1830, thee were over 5,000 churches, with over 300,000
members,  growth of over 100 new churches # year.In 1870,
there were 17,445 churches, an average growth of one a day for
the twenty years preceding. At the close of the year 1886, there
were 30,522 churches and 2,132,570 mermbers, an average growth
of one and a half new churches per day.

1 we were o include i the above sl those denominations
that regard immersion only as Seriptural baptism — the Free-
will Baptists, (open communion), 82,323; Disciples, or
Campbellites, 850,000; Seventh Day Baptists, 8,733; Tunkers,
100,000; Adventists, 100,000; Six-principle Bapists, 2.200;
Church of God, or Winebrennarians, 45,000; in all, 1,188,256."
~ we should have (with Regular Baptists, 2,732,570), a grand
total of 3,920,826 — a number larger than the population of this
country t the time of the War of Independence. While the
Baptists in the United States are equal, numerically, to the
Methodists, strictly counted, they outnumber the Presbyterians
two o one, and the Episcopalians seven to one.

B Yook 887, Pae 198
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They are found in Great Britain, in France, ltly, Spi
Germany, Holland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Austria, Russia,
and Switzerland. In India, the Baptists have many churches,
composed exclusively of baptized believers. They have
established themselves 1 China and Japan, in Brazil and the
West Indies, among the Indians, and in Australs; and arc aow
‘pushing their way rapidly nto Central Africa.

Neither can the Bapiss be justly chargeable with want of
inteligencs and learning, Milton and Bunyan wer Baptists. One
of the most accomplished Orienal scholars, as wel 35 one of
the ablest expositors of the Holy Scriptures during the last
century, was John Gl a Baptst.

Wiliam Carey, who, during the foty ycars of his Iabors in
India, in connection with his ssociats, published o hundred
and twelve thousand volumes of the Bible, in forty different
langusges, was a Baptist. So was Adoniram Judson, whose.
verson of the Bible in Burmese, is pronounced by Bumese
scholars, “Perfect as a lierary work”

‘That finished pulpit orator, Robert Hall. was a Baptist; and.
we can point today to C. H. Spurgeon, of London, and many
others, who are not 8 whitbehind the most minent men n other
denaminations and wlks of lfe

1 aditon o thir achievements i ranlating and publishing
the word of God,th missionaricsof the English Baptist Scicty
have written and published fourteen grammars and nine
dictionaries, mosily of languages in which no such works
previously existed. The Brtish and Foreign Bible Socicty owes
its origin to Joseph Hughes, s Baptist. And to a Baptist deacon,
‘Willam Fox, was due the organization ofhe irst great Natonal
Society in England, in behalf of Sunday-schools.

“The American Baptist Publicaion Society was organized in
Washington, D. C., in 1824. In 1826, it was moved to
Philadelphis; and, afer several removals, it finally locaed at
1420 Chestout Srect, where  building, 46x230 fect, ive storis
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high. with a basement, was erecied, costing, with the ground,
$258,586.86, which was entercd, free of debs, in 1876. The
receipts of the Socicty,in it first year (1824), were $373.80; in
1886, they were $624,140.43. The receipts of the first TEN years
were $34,702.30; of the ren years preceding the year 1887,
$4.712.120.25. During the five years ending April 1. 1885, the
Society gave away 334,893 copics of the Bible ot Testament,
The Society's colportcurs and Sunday-school missionarics have
organized over 7.154 Sunday-schools.  publishes over 1,212
‘publications, and of one book alone ~ “The Blood of Jesus™ it
has prinied 119,000 copies. It prints 12 distinct Sunday-school
periodicals, with  circulation, in 1886, of over 26,000,000
copies, consuming over 12,000 reams of paper, weighing more
than 330 tons.

“The Sociey has printed since is organization (from 1824 10
1885), 330,087,724 copics of books, tracts. and periodicals, an
average of over 14,354 copies daily. I al tha the Society has.
priated had been put in book-form, it would have made
21,861,177 books, of 300 pages cach.

IV, T Docraives o T Chuecs.

The phrase, doctrines of a church, is somewhat doubtful in
its meaning. It may mean what a church teaches,or what achurch
believes the Bible o teach. It s here used in the ltter sense.

“The Baptist view of Bible Doctine may be briefly summed
up in the following

We believe in one true and living God, the Maker and Supreme
Raler of heaven and earth; that n the unity of the Godhead, there:
are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, equal




To be continue …..
