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The Christian in Political World

Alex Joyce

God established the nations -
Families, languages, boundaries of their habitations and their times (Gen 10:5,32; 11:6-9; Acts 17:24-27).

God Authorized Headship and Rule
(1) In Families - Father over the family, Mother over the children;
(2) In Assemblies - Christ (1 Cor 11:3), Overseers (1 Tim 5:17-19);
(3) In the Church which is His Body, Christ head over all things (Col 1:18);
(4) In Nations - God rules and delegates authority to a) Men eg. David (1 Sam 16-1), Nebuchadnezzar (Dan 4:25-34), Cyrus (Isa 44:28; 45-3). b) Holy angels - For Israel, Michael, your prince (Dan 10:21), Satan has usurped rule (Lk 4:5-8) and delegated it to fallen angels prince of Persia, prince of Greece (Dan 10:12-13, 20).

Divine Authority for Human Government Rom 13:1-7
v1 Governments are appointed by God; Their authority comes from God; God commands subjection to that delegated authority.
v 2-4 Peaceful demonstrations, civil disobedience or violent resistance to government is rebellion against authority delegated of God.
It results in condemnation and punishment.
Authorities are a terror to the evil; They do not carry the sword in vain;
They are "ministers (diakonos) of God" for the good of the nation.

God Authorized Moral Laws with Consequences
Obedience results in blessing and prosperity;
Disobedience results in judgment and punishment.
Authorities execute wrath (punishment) upon evildoers (Gen 9:5-6).
Governments also are responsible to God, who appointed them, for the moral welfare and for control of lawlessness in their countries (v 4)
"Righteousness exalteth a nation, sin is a reproach to any people" (Prov 14:34).
God said, "I make peace and create evil," calamities, families, epidemics (the Black Death), wars defeats, great loss of life.
Thus nations rise and fall under God's governmental dealings e.g. Assyria, Chaldea, Persia, Greece Rome (Dan 4:17,25,26,32,35).

5-7 The Responsibility of the Christian toward Government
v 5, Be subject for conscience sake- not fear of punishment (Tit 3:1).
v 6, Pay our taxes - The authorities are responsible to God for the financial welfare and defense of the country. 
v 7 Pay tribute to conqueror (God permits a country to be conquered because of its departure from His moral laws). 
Pay taxes, tolls or duty as required by the authorities.

The Christian's Response to Unscriptural laws.
We ought to obey God rather than men (Acts 4:18-19; 5:27-29).
Government persecution of Christians foretold from apostolic times to the end times (Matt 10:26-19).

Should the Christian participate in Political Activities?
Financial contributions to political parties; Participation in election campaigns, Running for political office?

These activities are all unequal yokes with unbelievers, with the purpose of achieving worldly political victories (2 Cor 6:14-18).
Voting in elections - Applicable scripture principles: 
1. "Come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing" (2 Cor 6:17). A command! 
2. God's purpose is "to take out of the nations a people for His Name"(Acts 15:14). Should Christians go back into the nations with anything but the Gospel in order to see individuals brought out? God sees on earth only Jews, Gentiles, and the Churches of God (1 Cor 10:32).
3. Our citizenship (politeuma) is heavenly (Phil 3:20). "Let your conversation be (politeuo, Act as a citizen) as it becometh the Gospel of Christ ... that I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one n-dnd striving together for the faith of the gospel (Phil 1:27). These two Greek words are the roots of the English word, "politics". Our political activities should be heavenly, spreading the Gospel to see people delivered from "this present evil world."
4. We are strangers and pilgrims (1 Pet 2:11);
5. We are soldiers involved in a spiritual war and must not entangle ourselves with the affairs of this earthly life (1 Tim 2:4); 
6. Paul claimed the legal protection of his Roman citizenship, but never participated politically or taught Christians to do so (Acts 22:25-29). 
7. We do not know God's purposes and timetable for the nation; therefore, we could not know how to vote according to His purposes. We should pray for the powers that be (1 Tim 2:1-4).

The Final Evil World Government
A one world government controlled by Satan (2:3-10, Rev 13).
The time is near (Matt 24:28-29. The signs given by the Lord in Matt 24, Mk 13 and Lk 21 are happening at a rapidly accelerating rate.
Many political leaders are members of "one world government" organizations - Council on Foreign relations, Bilderburgers etc.
It will be formed soon after the rapture (1 Thess 5-9; Rev 3:10-11);
Headed by "the Beast," the " Man of Sin" (2 Thess 2, Rev 13).
Martyrdom for those who refuse to take his mark and worship him (Rev 13:15).
Total destruction of his world empire by the Lord, and judgment and eternal punishment to the Beast and his followers (Rev 19:11-20).

The 1000 Year Righteous Reign of the Lord Jesus on Earth
Resurrection and reigning of the martyred tribulation saints (Rev 20:4).
The nations of "the saved" will enter millennial blessing (Matt 25:31-34).
Those who suffer with Him and serve Him faithfully now shall reign with Him then over the earth (2 Tim 2:11-12; Rev 5:9-10).

The Christian in the Business World

James Vallance

The Responsibility to have an Occupation
God's original design - To dress and keep (Gen 2:5)
The original plan was modified when sin came in.
Ground was cursed, produced thorns and thistles ... hard labor became necessary, "in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread" (Gen 3:17-19).

The Advisable Priority: "Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house" (Prov 24:27). Be fully equipped to earn a living before taking on the responsibilities of building a home.

The Desirable Objective: "...Let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth (Eph 4:28). Not only to provide for ourselves, 2 Thess 3:12, but to help others in need. The Riches of liberality (2 Cor 8:2).

The Highest Goal (Phil 3:18) to give back to God (1 Chron 28:14), "The odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to God.

Vocations
The Selection- discernment of God's will
The Ability - Dan 1:4, Matt 25:15, 1 Pet 4:11 - God given
The Opportunity - Gal 6:10, Phil 4:10 - God given
The Desire - Psa 19:10, Psa 27:4, 1 Tim 3:1 - God given

Preparation
Formal education - Study of principles, ideas
Moses (Acts 7:22); Paul (Acts 22:3).
Technical education - Acquisition of skills
Bezeleel (Ex 31;16); Uzziah (2 Chron 28:14,15).

Spiritual Education - Development of values
Examples: The Supreme Example
Lord Jesus (Acts 10:38) - went about doing good
Timothy (Phil 2:10,22) - Col 1:8 - wisdom and spiritual understanding.

Performance

Dedication
Jacob (Gen 31:6) - "with all my power I served".
David. (2 Charon 20:2) - "prepared with all my might".

Excellence
The Lord (Isa 28:19) - "excellent in working".
example (Gen 1:31) - "It was very good".
Daniel (Dan 5:12) - "an excellent spirit was found in him".
The Lord Jesus (Mark 7:37) - "He hath done all things well."

Limits

Ethics
Jehoiada (2 Kings 12:15) … they dealt faithfully
Hilkiah (2 Kings 22:7) ... they dealt faithfully
Unethical accounting and behavior must not be tolerated

Time
Priority for God. 1 Kings 17-13 - "make me a little cake first".
Matt 8:33..."seek ye first the kingdom of God".
Social involvements, locations, travel.

Unequal yokes (2 Cor 6:14-15).
Social- fellowship, communion, "What fellowship… light with darkness'?"
Business - concord, "What part hath he that believeth with an Infidel?"
Religious - "What agreement hath the temple of God with idols?"

Promotion
Source: The Lord (Psa 75:6,7)
Principle Faithfulness (Luke 18:10)
Examples: David - ( Psa 78:70 -72) from following ewes great with young to feed Jacob his people, and Israel..
Paul - (1 Tim 1:12-14) accounted faithful… put into ministry

Danger: Covetousness
Luke 15:12,"A man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things that he possesses".
1 Tim 6:9-11 The desire for riches and the love of money is associated with loss and sorrow.

Stewardship

Tithing - God's Priorities
1 Cor 18:2 - first day of the week – Systematically
Cor 8:12- first gave themselves – Sacrificially
2 Cor 8::12- first be a willing mind – Willingly

Investments
Luke 19:13-28- concept of gain by trading.
Warning: I Timothy 8:17- "Trust not in uncertain riches".
"Be ready to distribute, willing to communicate."

Invest for ETERNITY
Matthew 6:19-21, "Lay up treasure in Heaven .... For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also".
Gambling-lotteries etc. To engage in such things is the evidence of covetousness
Abraham's attitude "I will not take a thread to a shoe ratchet, lest they should say I have made Abram rich" (Gen 14:23).

The Christian in the Entertainment World

Dr. David Vallance

Readings: Mark 6:30-31; 1 Cor 10:31; Phil 1:9-11, 4:8, Cal 1:9-14; Titus 1: 15

1. The Definition of Entertainment: As activity outside one's profession, engaged in for pleasure.

· Includes active participation as artist, athlete, actor, etc.

· Includes passive involvement as a spectator, tourist, etc.

2. The Benefits of Recreation and Diversion.

· Mental and physical rejuvenation (Mark 6:30-31).

· Contemplation of the good, the true, and the beautiful (Phil 4:8).

· Expression of artistic ability (Exod 35: 30-32).

3. The Need to Maintain Spiritual Priorities

· Leisure should be spent for God's glory (1 Cor 10:31).

· We need to discern what is excellent (Phil 1:9-11).

· Our goal is not to please ourselves, but to please the Lord God (Col 1:9-14).

· We cannot expect to know God's will apart from personal holiness (Tit 1:15).

4. We can fit recreation and diversion into the pleasing whole of a balanced life, but we must never compromise the concerns of God, and family, and the assembly

5. The Christian and the World

· Scripture uses "the world" for humanity as a whole, fallen into sin and moral disorder, and radically opposed to God. It is is characterized by:

· Lack of concern for God and eternity (Luke 12:13-21).

· The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life(l Jn 2:15- 17).

· Satanic orchestration and influence (1 John 5:19).

· The Bible approves neither monastic withdrawal from this world (John 17:15) nor worldliness (Titus 2:12). Christians are to be different from those around them, observing God's moral absolutes and not losing their dignity as bearers of God's image (Rom 12:2; Eph 4:17-14; Col 3:5-11).

6. God reveals His will both by clear universal mandates (e.g. the Ten Commandments) and by clear universal principles (e.g. love, self-control, contentment, humility). When Scripture does not speak plainly on a question of conduct, we must seek for a biblical principle to guide us:

1. Is it for the Lord? (1 Cor 10:31; Rom 14:6-8)

2. Can I do it in God's name (on His authority)? Can I thank Him for it? (Col 3:17).

3. Can I take the Lord Jesus with me? (Psa 139:7; Mat 28:19-20; John 14:1617,23; Gal 2:20; l Pet 2:21)

4. Does it belong in the home of the Holy Spirit? (I Cor 6:19-20; Eph 4:30).

5. Is it of faith? Do I have misgivings? (Rom 14:23; John 3:21).

6. Does it bring benefit and build up? Will it develop a Christian mind? (Not is it harmless?)

7. Does it spring from, or lead to love of this world and its value system? (1 John 2:15).

8. Does it involve partnership with unbelievers? ( 2 Cor 6:14).

9. Does it form or lead to bondage? (Cor 10:23).

10. Is the motive pride or love? ( 1 Cor 8: 1-2).

7. Music

· Sanctioned in Scripture (Exod 15:1-2; Eph 5:19; Col 3:16).

· Associated both with true worship (I Chron 15:16) and pagan worship (Dan 3:5).

· Characteristics of good music (and bad music).

· Comports with God's standards of beauty (rather than flouting them) (Phil 3:5).

· Soothes (rather than agitating) the mind, or inspires the heart (rather than exciting the flesh), or fosters wholesome meditation (rather than evil thoughts) (1 Sam 16:6; 1 Cor 14:7).

· Lyrics, if not overtly spiritual, are at least honorable (rather than immoral).

· Artist is worthy of support (not living in open sin).

Lyrics must be judged at least as strictly as the music itself:
· Good music, good lyrics; Hymns, patriotic music

· Good music, bad lyrics: Beatles, country music.

· Bad music, good lyrics: "Christian rock, "Christian" rap.

· Bad music, bad lyrics: Hard rock, rap.

8. Drama and Novels

· Legitimacy of the story to make a point or teach a lesson: parables, allegories, role playing in the Bible.

Dangers
· Growing number of media; theater, TV (network, video, cable), internet

· Illegitimate stories are designed to titillate and to encourage immoral fantasies (Rom 1:32).

· Superiority of reading over TV/ video images

9. Sports

· Frequent positive NT allusions to running races, wrestling, boxing etc.

· Participatory sports.

· Profitable for body, teaches teamwork, discipline.

· Includes non-competitive activities like fishing, hunting, sailing, etc.

· Pitfalls: time commitment, children's leagues.

· Spectator sports - Temptation of the enjoyment of action, athletic prowess, "home team".

