The Acts of The Apostles

J.B. Currie (Japan)

The Book is essentially an exposition of chapter 1:8 "Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you: ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the Earth."

The Character of the Book:
A historical record of transition and expansion focusing on three centers;

1. Jerusalem where the disciples tarried (1:4)

2. Antioch where the disciples taught (11:26)

3. Rome where the disciples testified (28:23)

The Outline of the Book:
· Chapter 1:1 - chapter 7:60, The Establishment of the work (Jerusalem).

A period of about 5 years (AD 30 35). The Holy Spirit. is given and the church founded. 

· Chapter 8:1 - chapter 12:25, The Enlargement of the work (In all Judea and in Samaria.)

A period of about 10 years (AD 36 46. Saul (Paul) is converted and the focus shifts from Jerusalem to Antioch. 

· Chapter 13:1 - chapter 28:31, The Extension of the work (Unto the uttermost part of the earth.)

A period of about 14 years (AD 47 60). During which time Pauls three missionary journeys take place. 
· The Apostle finally reaches Rome and the focus changes once again. 

The narrative covers a period of approximately 30 years.

The Details of the Book:

· 1:1 - 2:47: The Lord in resurrection (Seen of them forty days). The Holy Spirit given on the day of Pentecost (the fiftieth day after the crucifixion).The Church is founded.

· 3:1 - 7:60: The renewed offer of kingdom blessing given to Israel. Their rejection culminates in the death of Stephen.

· 8:1 - 12:25: The Ethiopian Eunuch, a proselyte, is converted, ch.8. The Zealous Jew (Saul), a persecutor, is converted, ch.9. The Roman Centurion, a pious man, is converted, ch.10.

· The first of these represents Africa, the second Asia and the third, Europe. In this way, in the enlargement of the work, a basis for it further extension to the uttermost part of the earth is prepared for. 

· 13:1 - 21:16: Pauls three missionary journeys.

First Journey. With Barnabas. From Antioch, by way of Paphos, Perga, Pisidain Antioch to Iconium, Derbe and Lystra. Return to Antioch (chs. 13 - 14). The conference in Jerusalem concerning Gentile believers (ch.15)

Second Journey. With Silas. From Antioch through Syria, Cilicia and Phrygia. After being forbidden by the Spirit to preach the Word in Asia Paul and his companions go, by way of Troas, across the Aegean Sea to Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens and Corinth. Then by way of Ephesus they go by ship to Caesarea visiting the church in Jerusalem on return route to Antioch (14.40 18.22).

Third Journey. With various companions, including Luke and Timothy. From Antioch to Galatia, Phrygia and Ephesus. After the uproar in Ephesus on to Macedonia and Greece (Achaia, Corinth?). Returning by way of Macedonia (Philippi) by ship to Troas, to the isle of Rhodes and unto Patara on the south shore of Asia (Turkey). From there by different ship directly to Tyre and Ptolemais. The end of the journey was Jerusalem which Paul company reached by way of Caesarea again (18.23 - 21.17).

The Journey to Rome. With Luke, Aristarchus and some others? After his arrest in Jerusalem and the conspiracy to kill him is discovered, Paul is taken to Caesarea where he testifies before Felix, Festus and Agrippa. In spite of his proven innocence, Paul, having appealed to Caesar is sent on by ship to Rome. Sidon, Pamphylia and Cnidus are touched on before the ship goes on to the Fair Havens in south west Crete. From there the journey continues in the face of Pauls protest resulting in the complete destruction of the ship. All the passengers find refuge on Malta and after 3 months the journey is completed with their arrival in Puteoli in southern Italy. Brethren from the Capital come to meet Paul and escort him and his companions to the city where Pauls imprisonment lasts approximately two years before he is released for a period of time enabling him to travel again quite extensively.

The Book of the Acts does not record Pauls second imprisonment nor his martyrdom. Likely because the account is a record of how the preaching of the kingdom finally reached the capital of the then known world (21.18 28.31).

The narrative shows how the work expanded;

· Geographically: (Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the uttermost parts of the earth) 1.4. 

· Numerically: (120, 1.15: 3,000, 2.41: 5,000 men, 4.4: multitudes, 5.14). 

· Racially: (Son of Ham, ch.8: Son of Shem, ch.9: Son of Japheth, ch.10). 

· Socially: (Lydia, a business woman, a slave girl, the Roman jailor, ch.16). 

It also shows the transitional nature of the contents:

Ch.6: The Apostles make the decision: Ch.15. The Apostles and Elders receive the Antiochan deputation for decision making: Ch.20. The responsibility belongs to the local elders.

The Acts of the Apostles acts as a natural bridge between the rejecting of Israel and the reception of the Gentiles.

The Epistle to the Romans - An Outline

J.B. Currie (Japan)

The Theme of the Epistle

The Gospel of Christ: "therein is the righteousness of God revealed" (ch 1.16,17)

The primary logical explanation of Gods work of Salvation.

· Chaps 1- 8: DOCTRINAL; Gods righteousness revealed with regard to sin. ( ch 1- 5 Christ as Righteouness for us; ch. 6- 8 Christ as Righteousness in us.)

· Chaps. 9-11: DISPENSATIONAL; Gods righteousness revealed with regard to Israel.

· Chaps. 12-16: BEHAVIORAL: Gods righteousness revealed with regard to daily living.

The Scope of the Epistle
The righteousness of God --- unto all and upon all them that believe (ch 3. 23) (Showing that the provision is for all but available only to those who believe)

The Outline of the Epistle

1. Chapters 1- 8 DOCTRINAL

2. Chapter One: The Corrupt Man vs. 23
3. Chapter Two: The Inexcusable Man vs. 1
4. Chapter Three: The Guilty Man vs. 19
5. Chapter Four: The Forgiven Man vs. 7-8
6. Chapter Five: The Justified Man vs. 1
7. Chapter Six: The Crucified Man vs. 6
8. Chapter Seven: The Wretched Man vs. 24
9. Chapter Eight: The Triumphant Man vs. 37
10. Chapters 9-11; DISPENSATIONAL

11. Chapter Nine: Israel Election
12. Chapter Ten: Israel Rejection
13. Chapter Eleven: Israel Restoration 
14. Chapters 12-16; BEHAVIOURAL

15. Chapter Twelve: Pauls Appeal, present your bodies a living sacrifice
16. Chapter Thirteen: Pauls Admonition, Let every soul be subject to higher powers
17. Chapter Fourteen: Pauls Affirmation, every one of us shall give an account of himself to God
18. Chapter Fifteen: Pauls Assurance, I am sure that I shall come to you in the fullness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ 
19. Chapter Sixteen: Pauls Final Greetings to various individuals and groups.

Details of the Epistle

Chapter 1.
1-7 A Personal Salutation, 
8-17; An Authoritative Affirmation, 
18- 32 A Universal Condemnation.

Chapter 2.
1-4 No Excuse for the Jew, 
5-16 No Respect of Persons with God, 
17-24 No Merit in Circumcision.

Chapter 3.
1-8; An Answer Given, 
9-18 A Witness Produced, 
19-31 A Conclusion Drawn

Chapter 4.
1-5 The Teaching Illustrated, 
6-8 The Fact Confirmed, 
9-25 The Application Made

Chapter 5 
1-10 The Results of Justification, 
9-11 The Abundance of Salvation, 
5-21 The Gift of Grace.

Chapter 6 Sanctification: 

6:.1-10 The Basis of Sanctification 
6:.11-7:6; The Outcome of Sanctification.

Chapter 7 Consternation 

7:7-24 The Hindrance to Sanctification: 

Chapter 8 Jubilation

8:1-39 The Power of Sanctification.

Chapter 9:1-3 Pauls Sorrow: 

4-5 Israels Standing,
6-33: Divine Sovereignty.

Chapter 10. 
1 The Prayer of the Apostle, 
2-13 The Principle of Salvation, 
14-17 The Preaching of the Gospel, 
18-21 The Perverseness of the Nation.

Chapter 11.

1-6 The Rejection of Israel is not Permanent:
7-16 The Rejection of Israel means blessing for Gentiles:
17-24 The Rejection of Israel a Warning to the Gentiles:
25-32 The Rejection of Israel will end in their Restoration:
33-36 Pauls Emotional Doxology.

Chapter 12. 
1-2 The Believers Service, 
3-10 The Believers Behavior, 
11-21 The Believers Relationships.

Chapter 13.

1-14 The Believers Civic and Social Responsibility
1-7 Civil Obedience and the Reason for it:
8-14 Moral Integrity and the Motive Behind It.

Chapter 14:
1-12, Christian Tolerance, 
13-23 Christian Liberty

Chapter 15. 
1-13 Pauls Prayerful Plea

14-21; Pauls Purpose in Preaching, 
22-33 Pauls Plans for the Future.

Chapter 16:
1-2; Phebe Commended, 
3-16 Saints Greeted, 
17-20 Deceivers Denounced
21-24 Companions Acknowledged, 
25-27 Final Doxology Pronounced
The Epistles Outlined - 1 Thessalonians

Philip Harding

The Author of the Epistle
It is generally accepted that Paul is the author of the epistle, that the writer brought the gospel to Thessalonica, and planted the assembly there (Acts 17 with 1 Thess 1:5-6; 2.1-12). His authorship is confirmed by the introduction (1:1), by the writer's desire to return to Thessalonica (2:8), and the reference to the writer sending Timothy to them (3:2).

The Place and Time of Writing

Timothy's return from Thessalonica was the occasion when the epistle was written (3:6-7). Paul was in Corinth when Timothy returned (Acts 18:1-5), making Corinth the place from where the epistle was written. It is accepted that this is the earliest of Paul's epistles and was written in AD 50-51.

The Background to the Epistle

The city of Thessalonica was a key city in Macedonia, being its chief port. It was therefore strategically and commercially important. Its population was mostly Gentile, but there was also a large company of Jews. When the gospel came, some Jews and many Gentiles were saved and an assembly was planted (Acts 17:1-4). The length of their stay is not stated, but as a result of the opposition that arose, Paul and Silas were compelled to leave (Acts 17:5-10). Paul, greatly concerned about the newly planted assembly, sent Timothy from Athens back to Thessalonica to encourage the saints and to see how the assembly was progressing (1 Thess 3:1-2). The report, which he received at Corinth (Acts 18:5), was encouraging and thus, through the prompting of the Holy Spirit, he wrote to the assembly. 

The Division of the Epistle

Chapters 1-3 Historical
Chapter 1 - How the Gospel was received

Chapter 2 - How the Servants conducted themselves

Chapter 3 - Where the Servants went and how they acted

Chapter 4 Doctrinal
Chapter 5 Instructional
The Purpose of the Epistle
· To Encourage them in the example they had set (1:6,10)

· To Express gratitude for their endurance under persecution (2:13-16)

· To Emphasize the need to be steadfast (3:8-13)

· To Enlighten them as to those who had fallen asleep (4:13-18)

· To Exhort them to live as sons of the light (1-22)

The Key Theme - The coming of the Lord that is mentioned in each chapter - The Coming of the Lord and salvation (1:9-10), service (2:19-20), sanctity (3:12-13), solace (4:13-18), and satisfaction (5:10,23). The Lord's Coming and the Conversion of Sinners, the Crown of Servants, the Consecration of Saints, the Comfort of the Sorrowing, and the Consummation of Salvation

The Outline of the Epistle

Chapter 1 
After the opening salutation (v 1) the apostle expresses gratitude for what the gospel had wrought in the Thessalonians (vs 2-4), he writes of the entrance of the gospel into Thessalonica (vs 5-7) mentioning the preaching (in word), power, presentation (with assurance), proof (what manner of men), purpose (v 6) of the gospel, and the pattern they set (v 7). He then mentions the expansion of the gospel (v 8-10), noting their conversion (turned), consecration, and contemplation of the Lord's coming.

Chapter 2 
This chapter is divided into three sections - The Preachers of the Word (vs 1-12), The Persecution of the Saints (vs13-16), and the Purpose of Paul (vs 17-20. The first section deals with the coming of the servants (vs 1-6): Paul mentions that their coming was purposeful (v 1 - not in vain), with courage (v 2), with purity (v 3), of God (v 4), and not of themselves (v 5); and the care of the servants (vs 7-12) characterized by the tenderness of a mother (vs 7-9), and the faithfulness of a father (vs 10-12). In the second section the apostle deals with the reception of the word (vs 13 - as from God), the result of salvation (v 14 - suffering), and the reason for persecution (vs 15-16 - opposition to God and His Word). The closing section deals with the heart's desire of Paul (v 17), the hindrance of Satan (v 18) and the hope of Paul (vs 19-20).

Chapter 3
In verses 1-5 we have Timothy's journey to Thessalonica mentioned, in verses 6-10 his return journey is in view, and in the closing verses Paul's intended journey is before us. The apostles concern for the saints because of their affliction is evident in his sending of Timothy (vs 1-5) and also his comfort through the saints in the report that Timothy brought from Thessalonica (vs 6-8). In the closing verses we have the apostle's constant praise and prayer for the saints (vs 9-13) that the saints increase and abound in love and be established in their hearts unblameable in holiness.

Chapter 4
In this chapter the apostle writes about things they know (vs 1-12) and things they don't know (vs 13-18). The first 12 verses take the form of exhortation as to their conduct in relation to God (vs 1-2), to themselves (vs 3-8), to fellow believers (vs 9-10), and to the world (vs 11-12). They deal with the purity expected (vs 1-8), the progress desired (vs 9-10), and the power of testimony (vs 11-12). In verses 13-18 the apostle gives instruction as to their concern. This passage deals with their anxiety concerning some of their number who had died and was intended to bring comfort to their hearts. We have the problem stated (v 13), the problem solved (v 14), and the particulars unfolded (vs 15-17). The apostle shows that at the Lord's coming there will be resurrection (dead in Christ shall rise), rapture (caught up), reunion (together), reception (to meet the Lord) rest or repose (ever with the Lord). The result intended (v 18).

Chapter 5
In the closing verses of chapter 4 Paul writes of the Lord's coming to take away His own from the world whereas in the opening 11 verses of this chapter he writes of the coming judgment upon the world in the Day of the Lord. This subject is one of the themes of the O T in contrast to the new revelation of chapter 4. In these verses we have the contrast between the sons of the light and the sons of the night (vs 1-5), the character suitable to the sons of the light (vs 6-8), and the consummation of salvation, which is certain on the grounds of the sovereign appointment of God (v 9) and the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus (v 10). The apostle then mentions their responsibilities toward their leaders (v 12-13), gives his final exhortations (v 14-22), unfolds his desire for them (v 23-24), and concludes the epistle with requests and a benediction.

The Epistles Outlined - Colossians

Phil Harding

The Place and Time of Writing

This is one of Pauls prison epistles written during his first imprisonment at Rome, when he was allowed to dwell in his own hired house. It was written and sent at the same time as Ephesians and Philemon. Colossians and Ephesians are linked together by the fact that Tychicus was the bearer of both epistles (Eph 6:21; Col 4:7-8). Colossians and Philemon are linked together by the mention in both of Onesimus being sent to Colosse (Col 4:9; Philemon 10-12). 

The Planting of the Assembly

Although some have suggested that the apostle Paul planted the assembly in Colosse, the internal evidence of the epistle seems to indicate that Paul had not visited the city (ch 1:4, 9; 2:1). It appears that the assembly was planted through the preaching and teaching of Epaphras (ch 1:7-8) who was himself a Colossian (ch 4:12).

It’s Companion Epistle

About 80% of the verses in Colossians have a marked resemblance to Ephesians; these epistles complement each other while retaining their own distinctive features. The time and location of the writing of both epistles as well as their topics are the same. There is a similarity in language in both and there are exhortations to the same groups of people (husbands & wives, children & fathers, servants & masters). Both epistles present the church as the body of Christ. In Ephesians, however, we see what the church is to Christ (1:23), and in Colossians we see what Christ is to the church (2:19).

The Purpose

The epistle was written to combat false teaching which threatened the spiritual well-being and testimony of the assembly. News of the assemblys planting, spiritual condition, and danger from heresy was conveyed to Paul by Epaphras (ch 4:12-13). This false teaching was a mixture of Judaism and Gnosticism. The Judaistic element is clearly seen in regard to food, holy days, the new moon, and Sabbath days (ch 2:16); the Gnostic element is seen in regard to philosophy, worshipping of angels, rudiments of the world, and the doctrines of men (ch 2:8, 18-23). The full import of this false teaching was, 1) To claim superior knowledge of God; 2) To undermine the Person and work of Christ; and 3) To remove moral and social responsibility. The apostle Paul, under divine inspiration, writes to combat these three major attacks. In ch 1:1-14 he combats their claim of a superior knowledge in writing of the Full- knowledge of God and uses three times the Greek word epignosis meaning full knowledge. He writes of fully knowing the grace of God in truth (v.1:6), of the full knowledge of His will (v.1:9) and of the full knowledge of God (v.1:10). In ch 1:15-3:4 he combats the undermining of the Person and work of Christ by writing of the Fulness of Christ in relation to creation (vv.15-19), reconciliation (vv.20-23) and the church (1:24-3:4). He states that in Christ, all fulness dwells (1:19), all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid (2:3) and all the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily. In ch 3:5-4:6 he combats the error that removes moral and social responsibility by unfolding the Features of the people of God - the deportment that should characterize the believer in personal, family, domestic, and secular life. He ends the epistle by writing of Fellow labourers (4:7-23).

The Key Thought - "That in all things He might have the pre-eminence." He should have first place in our daily lives - in personal, family, business, social, or assembly life.

The Key Verses - 2.9-10. Believers are filled full in Christ. He is all that the believer needs in every sphere of life.

The Epistles Outlined - Philippians

Philip Harding

The Author of the Epistle - The apostle Paul (1:1). The style, delicacy, and intimacy of the epistle are Pauline in character. The mention of Timothy along with ch.4:15-16 are further indications of Pauls authorship.

The Place Where it was Written - Rome where Paul was a prisoner (see 4:22 and 1:13 with Acts 28:16), awaiting the verdict which he expected to be favourable (1:25; 2:23-24). This is one of the four epistles written during his first imprisonment at Rome, the others being Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon.

The Date of the Epistle - It seems from 2:23 that the epistle was written toward the end of Pauls imprisonment. This corresponds with the period of time necessary for the preaching mentioned in 1:12-18 and the gift received from Philippi (1:5; 4:14-19). A suggested date would be 61-62 AD.

The Background to the Epistle - In Acts 16 we are told that Philippi was a Roman colony. Colonists from Rome had settled there in the midst of an alien population. They were citizens of Rome, and their customs, language, laws, and dress were Roman. They owned their allegiance to the Roman Empire and their safety was guaranteed by a garrison of Roman soldiers. In his epistle Paul applies all this to the assembly (local church) in Philippi, viewing it as a heavenly colony. The saints were therefore to conduct themselves as citizens of heaven, owning allegiance to Christ.

The Purpose of the Epistle - We suggest five reasons for the writing of this epistle:_ 

1. To express Pauls gratitude for the gift sent to him (Chap 1:5; 4:10,14-19).

2. To emphasize the need for harmony (Chap 1:27; 2:1_4; 3:16; 4:2-3). 

3. To expose their enemies (Chap 1:28; 3:2,18_19). 

4. To exhort them in spiritual things (1:27-30; 2:12-16; 3:17-21; 4:4-9).

5. To enrich their appreciation of Christ (2:5-11).

The Division of the Epistle - The epistle divides readily into the four chapters:_
1. Chapter 1 Christ the Passion of a Devoted Life (V 21).

2. Chapter 2 Christ the Pattern of a Delivered Life (V 5).

3. Chapter 3 Christ the Pursuit of a Dedicated Life (Vs 10_14).

4. Chapter 4 Christ the Power of a Dependent Life (V 13).

Or:

1. Chapter 1 Confidence in the Purpose of God. 
2. Chapter 2 Conformity to the Pattern of Christ. 
3. Chapter 3 Constant Progress in the Pursuit of Christ. 
4. Chapter 4 Concern for the People of God. 

In chapter 1 the apostle shows his confidence in the purpose of God despite the conditions in which he is found. Here the mind of Christ will give us a love for the gospel and cause us to rejoice when it is preached, whatever the circumstances. In chapter 2 Paul unfolds the perfect pattern of humility in seeking the interests of others, and exhorts the saints to be conformed to Christ. Here the mind of Christ will give us a love for the assembly (local church) and cause us to seek humbly the welfare of our fellow believers. 
In chapter 3 the apostle shows the need for constant progress in the Christian pathway, with Christ-likeness as the goal. Here the mind of Christ will give us a love for the heavenly manner of life. In chapter 4 Paul shows his concern for the spiritual welfare of Euodias and Syntyche and thus for all the saints. Here the mind of Christ will give us a love that will seek to heal every breach.

The Key Verse - 1:21. Note:- The Purpose of the Christian Life (1:21), The Principles of the Christian Life (2:3-4), The Pursuit of the Christian Life (3:13-14) and The Power for the Christian Life (4:13).

The Key Word – 
1. Joy. The epistle seems to be permeated with the spirit of joy despite the apostles imprisonment. The words "joy" and "rejoice" occur eighteen times in the epistle. It has been stated, "The sum of the epistle is: I rejoice; you must rejoice."
2. Another keyword is "gospel" which occurs 9 times - Note in Chapter 1:- fellowship in the gospel (1:5), confirmation of the gospel (1:7), furtherance of the gospel (1:12), defense of the gospel (1:17), becometh the gospel (1:27), and faith of the gospel (1:27). 

3. "Jesus Christ" or "Christ Jesus" occurs 17 times and "Christ" 18 times

4. The preposition "in" occurs frequently.

5. Eight times we have the expression "in the Lord" and each one deals with practical daily experience.
The Epistles Outlined: 2 Timothy

Philip Harding

The Writer of the Epistle
The apostle Paul (1:1). He not only names himself, he also describes himself (1:1, 11 with Acts 9:15; Gal 2:7, and 3:10-11 with 2 Cor 11:23-28).

The Recipient of the Epistle
It was a letter to Timothy (1:2)

The Time of Writing
It was written about AD 67.

The Place where it was Written
It was written from the prison at Rome as he expected to appear for the second time before Nero (4:16). It seems evident that the apostle wrote this letter to Timothy during his second imprisonment at Rome, although many claim there was but one imprisonment, at the end of which Paul was martyred.

This second epistle to Timothy is the last of the Apostle Pauls letters and was written just before he was martyred. Thus these are the last words of Paul. It is clear from this epistle that the last days of the apostle were spent without material comfort and almost without companionship, for so many friends had left him for various reasons (4:9-3). As we read the epistle, we can detect the shadow of the executioner on its pages and the tear-stains as the great apostle writes for the last time. He had finished his course, he had kept the faith and soon he would be with his blessed Lord and Savior. He views the future with growing concern, and his heart goes out to Timothy whom he loved dearly. In view of his soon departure, he writes to prepare Timothy for what was before him in his continued service and life for the Lord. The epistle is full of warning and instruction for the man of God during a day of departure and declension.

The Purpose for the Epistle
He wrote to exhort Timothy to stir up his gift, not to be ashamed of the testimony of the Lord, and to hold fast to sound doctrine; to encourage him to suffer hardship for Christ, and to be diligent to gain the approval of God; to enlighten him as to conditions in the last days and as to the sufficiency of the Scriptures; and to express his desire to see Timothy once again before his martyrdom.

Key Verse : 2 Timothy 2:15

Key Thought : Continuation in the things of God despite adverse circumstances.

The Division and Outline
1. Chapter 1 - The Power of God making Courageous the Man of God for the Conflict.

2. Chapter 2 - The Pathway of Service for the Man of God Maintained in Separation and Purity.

3. Chapter 3 - The Prophetic Light Revealing the Last Days and the Man of God's Resources.

4. Chapter 4 - The Pattern of a Christ-Exalting Life Giving an Incentive to the Man of God.

That the theme of ch 1 is the Power of God can be seen from the mention of the timidity of Timothy who was about to be bereft of the apostle and the reminder that God has given us the spirit of Power (v 7). The theme of service seems to run right through ch 2, the apostle using several illustrations. The picture that meets us in ch 3 is one of prevailing decay and corruption. It is the character of the last days; revealed as the prophetic light shines upon them. Notice a threefold depravity of love in the chapter - lovers of money, lovers of themselves and lovers of pleasure.
The closing chapter brings before us Pauls looming departure and that he fought the good fight, finished his course, and kept the faith (v.7). The result of this was a crown of righteousness (v 8). Thus the apostle, himself being a pattern of a Christ exalting life, is an incentive to the Man of God.
We could write 
· Over ch 1 "The Need for Courage;" 
· Over ch 2 "The Need for Care;" 
· Over ch 3 we can write "The Need for Continuance;" and 
· Over ch 4 "The Need for Consistency."

The Epistles Outlined - Colossians

Phil Harding

The Author

It is generally accepted that the apostle Paul is the author: see the introduction (ch 1:1) and the salutation (ch 4:18).

The Place and Time of Writing

This is one of Pauls prison epistles written during his first imprisonment at Rome, when he was allowed to dwell in his own hired house. It was written and sent at the same time as Ephesians and Philemon. Colossians and Ephesians are linked together by the fact that Tychicus was the bearer of both epistles (Eph 6:21; Col 4:7-8). Colossians and Philemon are linked together by the mention in both of Onesimus being sent to Colosse (Col 4:9; Philemon 10-12). 

The Planting of the Assembly

Although some have suggested that the apostle Paul planted the assembly in Colosse, the internal evidence of the epistle seems to indicate that Paul had not visited the city (ch 1:4, 9; 2:1). It appears that the assembly was planted through the preaching and teaching of Epaphras (ch 1:7-8) who was himself a Colossian (ch 4:12).

Its Companion Epistle

About 80% of the verses in Colossians have a marked resemblance to Ephesians; these epistles complement each other while retaining their own distinctive features. The time and location of the writing of both epistles as well as their topics are the same. There is a similarity in language in both and there are exhortations to the same groups of people (husbands & wives, children & fathers, servants & masters). Both epistles present the church as the body of Christ. In Ephesians, however, we see what the church is to Christ (1:23), and in Colossians we see what Christ is to the church (2:19).

The Purpose

The epistle was written to combat false teaching which threatened the spiritual well-being and testimony of the assembly. News of the assemblys planting, spiritual condition, and danger from heresy was conveyed to Paul by Epaphras (ch 4:12-13). This false teaching was a mixture of Judaism and Gnosticism. The Judaistic element is clearly seen in regard to food, holy days, the new moon, and Sabbath days (ch 2:16); the Gnostic element is seen in regard to philosophy, worshipping of angels, rudiments of the world, and the doctrines of men (ch 2:8, 18-23). The full import of this false teaching was, 1) To claim superior knowledge of God; 2) To undermine the Person and work of Christ; and 3) To remove moral and social responsibility. The apostle Paul, under divine inspiration, writes to combat these three major attacks. In ch 1:1-14 he combats their claim of a superior knowledge in writing of the Full- knowledge of God and uses three times the Greek word epignosis meaning full knowledge. He writes of fully knowing the grace of God in truth (v.1:6), of the full knowledge of His will (v.1:9) and of the full knowledge of God (v.1:10). In ch 1:15-3:4 he combats the undermining of the Person and work of Christ by writing of the Fulness of Christ in relation to creation (vv.15-19), reconciliation (vv.20-23) and the church (1:24-3:4). He states that in Christ, all fulness dwells (1:19), all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid (2:3) and all the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily. In ch 3:5-4:6 he combats the error that removes moral and social responsibility by unfolding the Features of the people of God - the deportment that should characterize the believer in personal, family, domestic, and secular life. He ends the epistle by writing of Fellow labourers (4:7-23).

· The Key Thought - "That in all things He might have the pre-eminence." He should have first place in our daily lives - in personal, family, business, social, or assembly life.

· The Key Verses - 2.9-10. Believers are filled full in Christ. He is all that the believer needs in every sphere of life.

· The Key Words - Fullness, knowledge, head, body, saints (vv 15-18).

The Epistle Jude Wanted to Write (2)

Lloyd Cain

Salvation Brings an Active Witness in the World
That ye should show forth the excellencies of Him Who has called you out of darkness, into His marvelous light (2:9-10). We were shown to be a holy priesthood (2:4-5), glorifying the Father as we render the calves of our lips (Hosea 14:2). Here we are a royal priesthood, not going in to worship, but going out to be a shining witness in the dark world from which we have been delivered. The Christian is in the show and tell business. The salvation which we share was meant to be shown and shared. The Samaritan woman witnessed to the fact that she had received living water when she left her waterpot and went into the city (John 4:28). Her statement Come, see a Man was powerful because of the transformation in her life. We once were in the darkness. In fact we were darkness and we hated the Light. But we were delivered out of the authority of darkness and translated into the Kingdom of the Son of His Love (Col 1: 12-13). The Lord Jesus said, Ye are the light of the world (Matt 5:14). Do all our activities in the world manifest the light? Do we walk as children of light? 

Salvation Brings an Abhorrence of Worldly Lusts 
Abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul (2:11). In the salvation which we share there is a constant warfare with the flesh, the sin principle within the believer. It is an unusual and dangerous warfare because the enemy is already within and, like an encamped army, is always ready to attack. The flesh principle has not been removed nor can it be improved. While the Christian is told to resist the devil and he will flee from you, and to love not the world, he is told to flee fleshly lusts (James 4:7, 1 John 2:15, 2 Tim 2:22). Paul told the Roman saints to put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ and make not provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts thereof (13:14). The flesh cannot be catered to nor can it be played with. When we are presented with a danger, our two intuitive reactions are fight or flight. With the flesh the best response is flight. Get out of the situation immediately, for sin often takes place when desire and opportunity meet. Joseph used the flight response and got the victory. Achan and David lingered, savored the situation, and fell into sin. They did not restrain the cravings of their lower natures (Gen 39, Josh 7, 2 Sam 11). 

Salvation Brings an Affinity for the Will of God
For so is the will of God that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men (2:15).

Peter learned the great truth of doing the will of God when the Lord said to him after his restoration, If I will (John 21:22). Four times in this epistle he mentions the will of God. The time past of our lives may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles. We are to live the rest of our time to the will of God (4:2-5). Peter told his readers that we are the bondservants of God (2:16). The Hebrew bondservant could earn the right to be set free after six years of service. However, if, because of his love for his master, his wife, and his children, his reason to serve was greater than his desire to be free, he would be taken to the door and have his ear bored through with an aul. He was thus marked as one who had given up his own will because of his devotion. He would then be forever conscious of the will of his master and would serve him forever (Ex 21:1-6). Do we have an affinity for His will? It is revealed in His Word! Are we pliable in the hands of the Potter? Paul as a new convert said, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? (Acts 9:6).

Salvation Brings an Adjustment in the Wardrobe
Which is in the sight of God of great price (3:4). Whose adorning let it not be the outwardlet it be the hidden man of the heart Is the inward man important? Peter shows us that it certainly is! But is the outward important as well? Again Peter says it certainly is! It is invariably a reflection of the inward. Peter deals with the cosmetology of the inner man where the grace of God has produced a gentle and peaceful spirit. This is very much in contrast with the spirit of the present age. In the cosmetology of the outer man there are a number of questions raised by a meditation on our text and which will help us decide what is acceptable in the wardrobe. Is this displaying the natural beauty which God has given to His creatures or is it artificial and superficial? Has it been decided on in the sight of God or in the eyes of the world? Will it arouse baser instincts when seen by the opposite sex? Is it what I would wear if my hope were set on God? Will it cause me to be described as being, like Sarah, as one of the holy women? The passage shows us that the way one is adorned outwardly is a manifestation of what is going on in the heart! May we ask ourselves these questions: In whose sight do I dress? Whom do I attempt to please? How important to me is the expression, in the sight of God?
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Salvation Brings an Affection for the Wife as the Weaker Vessel
"Likewise ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife as unto the weaker vessel" (3:7). The salvation which we share affects my home life. The expression, according to knowledge, evidently refers to the husbands possessing some understanding of the psychology of the female as opposed to that of the male, in order that he may understand her in her feelings, sensitivities, and aspirations. The wife is to be treated with honor. She is to be respected for the heart of her husband doth safely trust in her Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also and he praiseth her (Prov 31:11, 28). Paul, when exhorting men to love their wives, set a high standard for the husband when he used the expression, even as Christ. The picture is that of Christ and the Church (Eph 5:25).

Salvation Brings an Ability for a Work for God
"Let him do it as of the ability which God giveth, that God in all things may be glorified..." (4:11). It is grace that saved lost sinners. Peter now discusses the grace that serves in the local church. We learn that every believer has received at least one gift of grace, and these gifts are a manifestation of the manifold grace of God. Further, we are stewards of these gifts of grace and it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful (1Cor 4:2). The person with the gift is to use it as of the ability that God gives and as of the strength that God supplies. One of the purposes of the gifts is that we may serve one another - it is not for personal aggrandizement. The overall purpose is that God may be glorified as His people are encouraged and edified and as the gospel is carried to the world. Have you determined what your gift is? Is your gift being developed? Are you fulfilling your stewardship?

Salvation Brings Afflictions in the World
"Knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world" (5:9). These afflictions were a new experience to the believers. Prior to conversion they were not only in the world but were of the world, and shared the ambitions, aspirations, and appetites of the world. They had run with the world to the same excess of riot (4:3-5). It all changed at conversion, for now they had an adversary, the devil, whose hand was behind the hands that were afflicting them. Peter introduced his readers to an internal enemy, the flesh, in 2:11. Here he introduces them to two additional foes: the world, which is an external foe, and the devil, who is an infernal foe. The devil, however, is a defeated foe. The Lord Jesus demonstrated on the Mount of Temptation that Satan cannot resist the power of the unfurled Word of God (Matt 4:1-12). No doubt this is one of the reasons why Peter in his epistle quotes so extensively from the Old Testament writings.
Jude wrote a delightful little epistle outlining a prescription for preservation in the face of apostasy. How wonderful it is when God frustrates us in our purposes and then fulfills His will. A mans heart deviseth his way but the Lord directeth his steps (Prov 16:9).

