THE RULE or MAN

PART Il
MAN'S RULE DURING THE ETERNAL AGES

By Arlen L. Chitwood

At the end of Man's Day, immediately preced-
ing the beginning of the millennium, achangein the
government of this earth will occur; then, at theend
of themillennium, immediately preceding the begin-
ning of the eternal ages, achange (though of adiffer-
ent nature) in the government of the universe will
occur. And manwill be actively involved in changes
which will occur at both times.

Scripture provides a great deal of information
concerning man’s part in the government of the earth
during the millennium. The whole of Scripture is,
after some fashion, focused upon this time. When
one moves beyond the millennium though, Scripture
providesvery littleinformation concerning the exact
place which man will then occupy within God's uni-
versal government. Thereareonly severd brief state-
mentsin Scripture concerning government within the
kingdom of God beyond the millennium, but within
these brief statements enough is revealed to clearly
show that God has far-reaching plansfor man which
only begin to unfold during the millennium.

Viewing that which is revealed in the whole of
Scripture concerning the government of the universe
within God' skingdom, aperson can bedrawnto only
one conclusion: When God created man, there was
actually a near-purpose and a far-purpose in view.
The near-purpose had to do with the government of
thisearth, and the far-purpose had to do with the gov-
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ernment of the universe. In this respect, the millen-
nium is only the beginning of an unending number
of ages during which man will exercise power and
authority, realizing the purpose for his existence.

During the millennium, Christ will sit on His
Own throne and rule over this earth, and others will
ascend thethrone and rule as co-heirswith Him. And
Christ, with His co-heirs, will take one thousand
years, ruling with arod of iron, to effect order out of
disorder. Once completeorder has been restored, the
kingdom will be turned back over to the Father; and
numerous changes, having to do with the government
of the universe during all the subsequent ages, will
resultingly occur (I Cor. 15:24-28).

When that part of the kingdom previously
placed under the Son’s control has been turned back
over to the Father, the Day of the Lord will end and
the Day of God will begin. At that time, the present
heavens and earth will be destroyed, and anew heav-
ens and a new earth will be brought into existence
(The “heavens’ would refer to that part of the heav-
ens associated with this earth and kingdom, not the
galaxy or universe as a whole. Scripture outlining
the destruction of both the heavens and the earth [I1
Peter 3:10-12] could possibly be brought to pass
through God causing our sunto nova. Notethat there
will nolonger beaneed for thesun[Rev. 21:22-25].)

After the new heavens and new earth have been
brought into existence (11 Peter 3:13; Rev. 21:1), God
will then changethelocation of Histhronefromwhich
He rules the universe. The throne of God today is
located in a northernmost point in the universe (Isa.
14:13), north of thispresent earth. God'sthrone will
remain in this place during the millennium; but dur-
ing the eternal ages, God's throne will be located in
the new Jerusalem, which will be the capital of the
new earth. And not only will God'sthronebeinthis
new locality, but the Son will sit on this throne with
His Father. God's throne, at this time, will specifi-
cally be caled, “the throne of God and of the Lamb”
(Rev. 21:3-5; 22:1, 3).
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GOD’S RULE OVER THE UNIVERSE

God rules the universe today from His throne
in the far reaches of the North, but He will one day
rule the universe from His throne in the new Jerusa-
lem. Thisisachangewhich will occur at the end of
the millennium and exist from that point throughout
the eternal ages.

Through viewing the overall scope of the king-
dom of God in Scripture, there is a clear inference
that this earth is only one province among many in
the kingdom. God's rule in this kingdom extends
throughout all the galaxies of the universe; and from
aScriptural perspective, innumerable provincessimi-
lar to the earth exist elsewhere in the universe, ap-
parently in all the galaxies.

Scripture provides a glimpse into this facet of
God'sgovernment of the universeinthe Book of Job.
In Job 1:6; 2:1, on two different occasions, the “ sons
of God” are seen presenting themselves before the
Lord, with Satan appearing “among them.” Satan, a
son of God appearing “among them,” demonstrates
equality with them (all angels are “sons of God” be-
cause of aspecial, individual creative activity of God).
Satan was the messianic angel ruling over one prov-
incein God's kingdom (the earth), and the only logi-
cal conclusion which could follow is that the other
sons of God were messianic angels ruling over other
provincesin God's kingdom (other worlds).

The appearances of these sons of God could
only be congresses of these messianic angels, who
apparently appeared at regularly scheduled intervals
in God's presenceto provide areport relativeto their
provinces in the kingdom. Such meetings would
occur at the “mount of the congregation [ meeting
place'], inthe sides of the north [* utmost parts of the
north’']” (Isa. 14:13).

A “mount” in Scripturesignifiesakingdom (Isa.
2:2-4; Dan. 2:35, 44, 45). The thought from the ex-
pression “mount of the congregation” in lsa. 14:13
would thus be, the meeting place [where the messi-



4

anic angels assembled] to render a report concern-
ing activity in their province, within God's kingdom,
located in God's presence at anorthernmost point of
the universe.

The earth is one of nine planets revolving
around amedium-size star (our sun), and it has been
estimated that our own galaxy contains possibly two
hundred hillion such stars (suns) — somemuch larger,
some much smaller. The distance from the earth to
the nearest star outside our solar system is four and
one-third light years, and the distance to the farthest
star in our galaxy isthousands of light years.

It is one hundred thousand light years across
our galaxy and between two million and two and one-
half million light years from our galaxy to the near-
est neighboring galaxy. Beyond that, man has been
ableto reach out with telescopes and view stars esti-
mated to be billions of light yearsremoved from this
galaxy (alight year is the distance light travels in
one year — approximately, six trillion miles).

In the light of God's government of the uni-
verse, asrevealed in Scripture, it isinteresting to note
how a number of present-day astronomers view our
own galaxy as they study the heavens through their
telescopes. Some of these individuals believe it is
probably the rule rather than the exception that other
stars (suns) have revolving planets, forming solar
systems similar to our own system with itsnine plan-
ets. Astronomers cannot see these planets. But,
through the use of infrared techniques developed in
recent years, systematic blockages of light can be seen
— blockages of a nature which could only be attrib-
uted to planets revolving around stars (suns). Also,
information derived through the use of the Hubble
telescope in more recent times has provided addi-
tional confirmation for these earlier discoveries.

Any way one views the matter, the vastness of
the universe over which God rules is staggering.
David could look into the heavens during his day,
viewing only asmall part of onegalaxy (only aminute
part isvisible to the naked eye [not more than about
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2,000 stars can be seen by the naked eye at any one
time — approximately 1/500,000th of the total vis-
ibleinthe most powerful telescopes, or approximately
1/100,000,000th of the estimated total inthisonegal -
axy along]), and proclaim, “When | consider thy heav-
ens, theworksof thy fingers...What isman, that thou
art mindful of him?' (Psa. 8:3, 4). And man today
can view the heavens through telescopes, seeing
things far beyond what David could see with the na-
ked eye, and do no more than respond with similar
thoughts, asking the same question.

David gave the answer to the question, and the
answer is till the same today and will remain the
same throughout eternity. Man isthe one whom God
created to have dominion over theworks of Hishands
(v. 6).

MAN’S PLACE IN GOD’S ETERNAL RULE

The eighth Psalm could be understood in its
ultimate scope in the sense of dominion out in the
heavens. Such dominion during the coming age must,
of necessity, be confined to the earth; but during the
eternal ages, dominion exercised by man will extend
into the heavens as well.

It seems apparent that apart from man the earth
would be no morethan just another provincein God's
kingdom, ruled over by a messianic angel. But the
creation of man has changed all of this. Man’s cre-
ation has offset the scales completely, for, following
man’s creation, the earth was revealed to not only be
the most significant place in the galaxy but in the
entire universe aswell.

The reason for all of thisis evident. The cre-
ation of man is peculiar to this earth, and man was
created in God's image and likeness for the specific
purpose of possessing dominion over the works of
God's hands. Dominion throughout the universe is
exercised by angels, and angels were not created in
God'simage and likeness.

Man was made “alittle lower than the angels,”
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for he was created to possess dominion held by an-
gels, which man did not hold following his creation
(nor has man held it to this day). Even Christ ap-
peared onthisearth, apart from Hisglory, inthe same
position as man — “a little lower than the angels’
(Heb. 2:7, 9).

Such though will change at the beginning of
the millennium and change again after a different
fashion at the beginning of the eternal ages. At the
beginning of the millennium, Christians will replace
angelsruling over oneprovinceandruleintheir stead.
During the eternal ages though, it does not appear
that Christians will actually replace angels in other
provinces, as on the province ruled by Satan and his
angels (that which awaits Satan and his angels was
occasioned by sin, and there is no record or intima-
tion that sin entered any other province in the uni-
verse). Christians in that day will possibly occupy
positionsunder God over provincia governorsinone
or more provinces. Such athought would bein per-
fect keeping with Paul’squestionin| Cor. 6:3, “Know
ye not that we shall judge [‘rule’ (cf. v. 2)] angels?”’

When God created man after His image and
likeness, immediate plansfor man had to dowith this
earth. However, since man at the end of the millen-
nium will assume a position with Christ on athrone
from which universal government will be adminis-
tered, an entirely new light is cast upon God's cre-
ative activity in the first chapter of Genesis.

God, at thetime He created man, had far-reach-
ing plans for His creature, as well as the earth. And
these far-reaching plans will be realized only when
complete order has been restored in the one prov-
ince where sin entered, a new earth has been brought
into existence, and universal power emanates from
thethrone of God and of the Lamb in the new Jerusa-
lem, the capital of the new earth.
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