PREPARATION

FOR
MEETING tHE BRIDEGROOM

HOW DOES ONE PREPARE FOR CHRIST'S RETURN?

By Arlen L. Chitwood

All Christians will one day go forth to meet the
Bridegroom, subsequently appearing before Christ at His
judgment seat (cf. Matt. 25:1ff). And prior preparation
will berequired if the ones appearing areto hear the Lord,
in that day, say, “Well done, good and faithful servant...”
(cf. Matt. 25:19-23; Luke 19:15-19).

John the Baptist, during the course of his ministry,
referred to Christ’s future dealings with Christians, at His
judgment seat; and, in so doing, he drew from events oc-
curring on athreshing floor at the end of the harvest:

“1 indeed baptize you with [*in’] water unto re-
pentance: but hethat cometh after meismightier than
I, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall bap-
tizeyouwith['in’] theHoly Spirit, and with[‘in’] fire:
Whosefanisin hishand, and hewill thoroughly purge
hisfloor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Matt.
3:11, 12).

Thethreshing floor wasthe place where the sheaves
of grain were brought to be threshed, followed by win-
nowing to separate the grain from the chaff. That is, the
sheaves of grain were brought to this place and beaten to
loosen the grain. The mixture of grain, straw, and chaff
was then thrown against the wind to separate the grain
from the chaff and stubble. And the grain wasthen stored
on the threshing floor and normally guarded during the
ensuing night by someone sleeping at the site.
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On the threshing floor, that of value (the grain) was
separated from that of no value (the chaff), which is ex-
actly what will occur at Christ’sjudgment seat. The Chris-
tians' works will be tried “in fire,” and a separation will
occur. Works comparableto “gold, silver, precious stones”
will endurethefire; but workscomparableto “wood, hay,
stubble” will be burned by thefire (I Cor. 3:11-15).

Thisiswhat was foreshadowed by John’s reference
to aseparation of the wheat from the chaff, with the wheat
being gathered into the granary and the chaff being burned.

The whole of the matter — preparation, events on
the threshing floor, and that which follows — is seen out-
lined in atypical manner in the Book of Ruth. Ruth pre-
pared herself in a threefold manner for meeting Boaz on
histhreshing floor at the end of the harvest. Ruth washed
herself, anointed herself, and clothed herself with proper
garments before going forth to meet Boaz (Ruth 3:3). And
meeting Boaz in this manner, on his threshing floor, was
with a view to two things: the redemption of an inherit-
ance, and Ruth becoming Boaz's wife (vv. 9ff).

Thismeeting also occurred at “midnight” (v. 8), fore-
shadowing, typically, a time of judgment (in complete
keeping with both thefirst mention of “midnight” in Scrip-
ture [used in connection with judgment — Ex. 11:4] and
with the overall typein the light of Matt. 3:11, 12).

Ruth’s preparation in the type is the same prepara-
tion which Christian’s must make in the antitype. Ruth
prepared herself, after a certain fashion, to meet Boaz on
histhreshing floor, at midnight, with a view to a redeemed
inheritance and becoming his wife; and Christians must
likewise preparethemselves, after the samefashion, to meet
Christ on Histhreshing floor, at midnight, withaviewto a
redeemed inheritance and becoming His wife.

“WASH THYSELF”

“Washing” has to do with a cleansing from present
defilement. Within the scope of the ministry of priestsin
the Old Testament, a complete washing of the body oc-
curred at the point one entered into the priesthood, never
to berepeated (Ex. 29:4; 40:12-15). Subsequent washings
of parts of the body then occurred at the brazen laver in
the courtyard of the tabernacle as the priests ministered
between the brazen altar and the Holy Place (Ex. 30:19-
21). Their hands and feet became soiled as they carried
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out their ministry, and the brazen laver had upper and lower
basins for washing these soiled parts of the body.

Washings in the Old Testament were thus looked
upon in two senses — awashing of the complete body (a
one-timeinitial cleansing), followed by washings of parts
of the body (numerous subsequent cleansings). It wasthese
two types of cleansings which Jesus referred to when
speaking to Peter in John 13:8, 10:

“If 1 wash [GK. nipto, referring to a part of the
body (the Septuagint usesthis sameword in Ex. 30:19,
21)] thee not, thou hast no part with me [note: ‘with
me,’ not ‘in me']...Hethat iswashed [GK. louo, refer-
ring to the entire body (the Septuagint uses this word
in Ex. 29:4; 40:12)] needeth not save to wash [nipto]
hisfeet...”

Peter had been washed once (described by the word
louo [his complete body]); now he needed continued
washings (described by theword nipto [parts of the body]).
And, apart from these continued washings, he could have
no part “with” Christ (contextually, the kingdomand posi-
tions with Christ therein were in view).

Bringing the typological teachings of the Old Testa-
ment and Christ’s statement to Peter over into the lives of
Christians today, the matter would be thus:

Christians, part of a New Testament priesthood (I
Peter 2:5), received a complete washing (louo, the entire
body) at the time they entered this priesthood, at the time
they weresaved. Now, aspriestsministering for their Lord,
because of defilement through contact with theworld, they
need continued partial washings (nipto, parts of the body).
And, apart from these continued washings, Christians can
have no part with Christ in His future kingdom.

All cleansingisaccomplished onthebasisof Christ's
past and present work in relation to His shed blood.

Christ died at Calvary, shedding Hisblood, to effect
our redemption. Those appropriating the blood have been
washed (louo) and have entered into the priesthood (cor-
responding in the parallel type to the death of the paschal
lambs and the application of the blood in Ex. 12:1ff).

And Christ’sblood istoday on the mercy seat of the
heavenly tabernacle, with Christ ministering, on the basis
of His shed blood, on our behalf, in the Holy of Halies, to
effect a continued cleansing (nipto) for the “kings and
priests’ (Rev. 1:6; 5:10) which Heis about to bring forth.
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Thus, the Lord has set apart a cleansed (louo) people
through whom He is accomplishing His plans and pur-
poses. And He has provided a means whereby He can
keep those whom He has set apart clean (nipto).

Cleansing through thework of Christ asHigh Priest
though is not something which occurs automatically. Ruth
had to act herself. She had to prepare herself for the im-
pending meeting with Boaz on his threshing floor. And
Christians must likewise prepare themselves for an im-
pending meeting with Christ on His threshing floor.

In Ruth’s case, she washed herself. Today, Christ
does the washing, but Christians, as Ruth, must act. Itis
only as we “confess our sins,” judging ourselves (I Cor.
11:31, 32), that Christ effects cleansing on our behalf.

“If we confess our sins, heisfaithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness’ (I John 1:9).

“ANOINT THEE”

“Qil” was used in the Old Testament Scriptures to
anoint prophets, priests, and kings; and there was a con-
nection between the use of oil after this fashion and the
Holy Spirit coming upon an individual to empower him
for dutiesin the office to which he was being consecrated.

For example, Saul was anointed the first king over
Israel (I Sam. 10:1, 6); and, following Saul’srefusal to do
that which God had commanded concerning Amalek,
David was anointed king in Saul’s stead (I Sam. 16:13).
And, as clearly shown, “ail” is used in both these pas-
sages to symbolize God's Spirit. The Spirit came upon
both Saul and David following their ancinting, and the
Spirit empowered both for the tasks which they were to
perform.

The parable of theten virginsin Matt. 25:1-13 deals
centrally with thissame overall issue, with “ oil” used sym-
bolically in the parable in exactly the same manner asitis
used in the Old Testament. All of the virgins possessed
oil, but only the five wise virgins possessed an extra sup-
ply of ail. Andwhen they were called to an accounting —
at “midnight,” — only the five wise virgins were allowed
to enter into the marriage festivities with the Bridegroom
(vv. 6ff).

That would be to say, in the antitype, all Christians
possessthe Holy Spirit. Heindwellsevery Christian. But
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not every Christian hasthe extrasupply of Oil. Not every
Christian isfilled with the Holy Spirit. And when Chris-
tiansare called to an accounting — at “midnight” — only
thosefilled with the Spirit will be allowed to enter into the
marriage festivities with the Bridegroom.

This is what is involved within the symbolism of
the second part of Ruth’s preparation for meeting Boaz on
histhreshing floor at midnight. Ruth could not have been
properly prepared for meeting Boaz apart from anointing
herself; the ten virgins, in like fashion, could not have
been properly prepared for meeting the Bridegroom at mid-
night apart from each possessing an extra supply of oil;
and Christianstoday cannot be properly prepared for meet-
ing their Lord at midnight apart from being filled with the
Spirit.

And thiswill al become evident when the third and
last part of Ruth’s preparation is viewed, for an insepa-
rable connection exists between all three parts.

“PUT THY RAIMENT UPON THEE”

Not only was Ruth to be clean and to be anointed
with oil but shewas also to be properly arrayed. Ruth was
going forth to meet the bridegroom. Naomi’swords, “put
thy raiment upon thee,” in the light of that which wasin-
volved (events expected to culminate in Ruth's marriage
to Boaz), can only refer to special apparel for the occa-
sion. Ruth’s apparel, in which she was to clothe herself,
would reflect the occasion at hand.

Thisfacet of Ruth’s preparation, pointing to present
preparation which Christians are to make, is seen in the
parable of the marriage feast in Matt. 22:1-14. Inthispar-
able, a man appeared, improperly clothed, at the festivi-
ties surrounding the marriage of “a certain” King's Son.
This man appeared without a wedding garment; and he
was not only denied entrance into the festivities but he
was cast into the darkness outside.

(A reference to the darkness outside [the outer
darkness] also appears in the parable of the talents
[Matt. 25:30]. And this parable dealswith exactly the
samething asthe previous parable [theten virgins (vv.
1-13)], though from a different perspective.)

The “certain king” and “his son” in Matt. 22:2 can
refer to none other than God the Father and His Son, with
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the festivities surrounding the “marriage of the Lamb” in
view. InRev. 197, 8, the bride is said to have made her-
self ready by having arrayed herself (“array herself” rather
than “be arrayed” isthe correct rendering inv. 8) in “fine
linen”; andthis“finelinen” isspecifically said to be “the
righteousness [lit. ‘righteous acts'] of the saints.”

Christians, as Ruth, must array themselves in the
proper apparel for their future meeting with the Bride-
groom. Righteous acts, forming the wedding garment,
emanate out of faithfulnessto one’s calling. Works ema-
nate out of faithfulness; and works, in turn, bring faith to
itsproper goal, whilethe wedding garment isbeing formed
(cf. Heb. 11:17-19, 31; James 2:14-26; | Peter 1:9).

And it isevident that a Christian not filled with the
Spirit — typified by the second part of Ruth’s prepara-
tion, anointing herself — isin no position to performrigh-
teous acts (works) which make up the wedding garment.

Scripture clearly revealsthat Christians will appear
in the presence of Christ in one of two ways. Some will
possess wedding garments, and otherswill not. Thewords
“clothed” and “naked” are used in Scriptureto distinguish
between the appearance of individualsin these two differ-
ent manners (Rev. 3:17, 18; cf. Rom. 8:35); and Chris-
tians within both groups will be dealt with in accordance
with Matt. 22:10-13.

Those Christians properly clothed (possessing wed-
ding garments) will be dealt with after one fashion, and
those improperly clothed (lacking wedding garments, na-
ked) will be dealt with after an entirely different fashion.

Those in the former group will have previously be-
come the wife of the Lamb and be allowed to enter into
the marriage festivities, with aview to their subsequently
occupying positions as co-heirs with Christ in His king-
dom, forming His consort queen.

Those in the latter group though will be denied en-
trance into the marriage festivities and will consequently
not be among those forming the wife of the Lamb, His
consort queen, and all that appertains therein. Accord-
ingly, they will have no part with Christ in Hisreign over
the earth.
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