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Foreword

An ancient philosopher once wrote that effective communication is
the ability to place a sea of knowledge in a drop of language. Since
only God can accomplish this, it becomes vitally important for every
Christian to seek to study His Word in depth.

Within this framework of thought, | have felt led of the Spirit of God to
produce this work. My goals in writing this book were to first expound
upon an unseen continent of truth. A continent so vast, that no man
has measured it's boundaries, or sounded it's depths. There is a
continent of vast knowledge known in the scriptures as the full
knowledge” (Gr. ‘epi-gnosis’). My second goal in this writing, was to
place as much of the full knowledge” (super knowledge) in as few
drops of language as possible. This book will represent the work of
thirty-five years of Bible study on the doctrine of salvation,
compressed into fourteen chapters.

The reader is challenged as he reads this book, to not just read what
is written, but to study as well the precepts and truths presented. This
can best be done along with an open Bible. It is suggested that the
reader first read these fourteen chapters slowly and then to read them
again many times in a mode of study and prayer.

That, which the reader will learn here, could be termed as
revolutionary! A revolution not against truth, but rather the prevailing
theological intelligence and posture of today that promotes some
Biblical error. That same error, which is being taught in the modern
seminary and Bible school and then carried out by their students and
preached from the pulpit. That same error, which in turn, has invaded
the pew and captured the minds of the spiritually simple. Therefore,
the revelation of truth in this book is not for every believer, only those
who hunger after the Word of God. It was written mainly for the
‘saints’ who are teachable, and not for the ‘professional clergyman.’
However, my prayer is that many pastors and Bible teachers will see
these truths presented and in turn teach them to faithful believers



(2 Tim. 2:2).

Whether you will fully agree with me or not when you complete
this volume is not important. What is important is this; Will this
book cause you to flee to the scriptures in an attempt to
disprove that which | have written? If so, you will have that
which is necessary in order to grow spiritually. For truth comes
from the Word, and not from logic or the traditions of religious
men. Contrariwise, there will be those who will read these
truths and will be unable to receive them.

To aid the reader in the quest for truth, | chose to use the King

James Version of the Bible in this writing. The reason being

that many more study aids have been written for this version

than any other, such as. concordances, dictionaries and Greek

\éve?r(%l sltudies. This is not to say that other versions may not be
pful.

Gary T. Whipple
2002

‘Thus saith The Lord Let not the wise (man) glory in, his wisdom,
nether let The mighty (man) glory in his might let not the rich (man)
glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understands and knoweth me that | Am The Lord which exercise
lovingkindness judgment and righteousness in the earth: for in these
| delight saith The Lord’ (Jer. 8: 23-24)
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INTRODUCTION
THE CHRISTIAN'S FUTURE

This book tells about the Christian’s eternal future. It reveals the truths
that surround the Judgment Seat of Christ, and teaches one how to live
hislifein order to rule and reign with Christ in His coming kingdom. It is
a burning message that this writer has felt burdened from the Lord to
study and share in the prior several years, and has since grown to be the
focal point of this ministry.

Unlike the teachings of the 20th century church, salvation is not the end
of the Christian race, but the beginning. The end will occur at the
Judgment Seat of Christ where the actions and motives of every believer
will be revealed and judged. The Bible gives us a fore-view of that day
when God will judge al believers on how they ran that race.

The Judgment Seat of Christ mentioned here, will occur somewhere in
the heavens immediately after the rapture of the church. The rapture is a
future event that is described in scripture as the catching away of the
church from this world. According to | Thess. 4:15-17 all believers who
have died in Jesus Christ during the church age (from the cross to the
rapture) will be raised. Then, immediately after this resurrection, all
believers who are alive and remain will be changed and translated
together with the raised ones into heaven to meet the Lord in the air.

After this great event, the church will move into the heavens to the place
called the Judgment Seat of Christ. It is here that every believer will have
his life reviewed and judged. The results of that judgment will either be
the receiving of areward or the suffering of loss. Contrary to the teaching
of many popular Bible teachers today, not all born again believers will
rule and reign with Christ when He returns to establish His kingdom, but
only those who have gained areward.

THE APOSTLE PAUL’SVIEW OF THE JUDGMENT SEAT

“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ. (12) Now if any man build on this foundation gold, silver



precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; (13) Every man’s work shall be
made manifest: for the day shall declare it , because it shall be
revealed as by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what
sort it is. (14) If any man’s work abide which he has built thereupon,
he shall receive areward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by [through] fire.”
(I Cor. 3:11-15).

According to this passage of scripture, every Christian will have this
same foundation at the judgment seat, which is, Christ (verse 11). This
speaks of the finished work of Christ on the cross and reveals that
everyone there will be saved.

Since everyone who appears at the judgment seat will be saved, then the
purpose of this judgment will be to judge the quality of the materials one
used to build his life after he was saved. These materials are either gold,
silver and precious stones, or wood, hay and stubble. They stand for
either good works or the bad works produced by the believer in his body
before the rapture.

A Just Recompense of Reward

A companion scripture found in 2 Cor.5:10, tells us that every Christian
must appear at the Judgment Seat of Christ to be judged according to the
things he has done in the body, whether they be good or bad. By taking
the truths of both of these passages, we understand that God will test the
works of every Christian in that day. This test will be conducted through
fire (a baptism of fire). All who have produced works that are not
consumed (gold, silver, precious stones) will receive a reward. Contrary
to this, al that have produced works that are consumed (wood, hay,
stubble) will suffer loss. These tests will be held in the strictest sense,
revealing every man's works, thoughts and motives after he was saved.
The results of this fiery test will be a just recompense of reward (Heb.
2:2), which means, every man will receive exactly what he deserves!

Before we leave this passage of scripture, we would draw your attention
to verse 15 that describes those who will “suffer 1oss.” Please notice that
after their baptism of fire they will be saved (Gr. ‘future passive’). This
will be because of the foundation of Christ’s finished work on the cross.
Therefore, that which is described as suffering loss cannot be their



salvation, but rather their rewards.
A SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLE

It is interesting to note how many people, denominations and sects in
these last days teach that believers can lose their salvation. However,
those that reason as such, do so from spiritual ignorance, not knowing the
doctrine of “rewards.” As you enter into the pages of this book to learn
all about this great continent of truth, let us set forth the following
scriptural principle that will remain true throughout the Bible: “Wherever
you may read in the Bible of something that is given on the basis of faith
without works, that something is the gift of salvation and cannot be lost.
Adversely, wherever you may read of something that is given on the
basis of works and is not free, that something is the prize or the reward,
and can be logt”

Whenever a person teaches and preaches the Word without the
knowledge of these two great truths, he may mix the two (gift and prize)
and produce error. This is the reason some are preaching “salvation by
works’ while others are preaching “that Christians can lose their
salvation.”

In the chapters to follow, we will attempt to put together scripture that
will show the meaning of “the building materials of our lives,” and show
all the great truths from God concerning the great reward that will be
given.



PART I

Kingdom Mysteries
Revealed!

“Now to him that is of power to establish
you ... according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began ... “

(Rom. 16:25)



CHAPTER ONE
GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN

God's plan has always been for man to rule the earth. This privilege
was first revealed in Genesis 1:28 when God gave to Adam dominion
(rulership) over the earth. Adam however, fell in sin and as a result
forfeited this right to Satan. Since God's plans and purposes cannot
be thwarted, this plan will be fulfilled in the future, in the person of
the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:45-47). This will
happen when He returns to earth, disposes of Satan, and rules with
His Bride as the King of Kingsand Lord of Lords.

In order for this to take place in the future, Jesus Christ had to first
qualify to rule and reign by completing His redemptive work for man
on the cross (Heb. 12:2). This occurred at Hisfirst coming. Man must
also qualify to rule and reign with Him through faith in Him and His
finished work on the cross, and by a continuing faith through His
Word.

In the following pages of this chapter, you will see this drama of
redemption being played out, from the creation to the second coming
of Christ. All this is necessary in order to qualify man to rule and
reign with Christ. God even tells us how long this drama will last.

GOD’S 7000 YEAR TIME SCALE

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts, (4) And saying, Where is the promise of his
coming? For since the fathers fell adeep, al things continue as {they
were} from the beginning of the creation. (5) For this they willingly are
ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the
earth standing out of the water and in the water: (6) Whereby the world
that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: (7) But the heavens
and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store,
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly



men. (8) But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day (is]
with the Lord a thousand years and a thousand years as one day. (9) The
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness,
but isto us-ward, not willing that any longsuffering should perish but that
al should come to repentance. (10) But the day of the Lord will come as
athief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent hest, the earth also and the
works that are therein shall be burned up” (2 Pet. 3: 3-10).

In relationship to the coming of the Lord, the end of this age and the
end of the world, God has set forth a time scale of 7000 years and has
revealed it in this passage of scripture. A close look at the context of
this chapter will show that Peter is writing about the beginning and
the ending of earth as we know it. It starts with scoffers (apostates) in
the last days laughing at the doctrine of the second coming of Christ
(verse 3) and ends with the destruction on the earth by fire (verse 10).
In between these two verses is the time scale of human history —
“...oneday with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand
yearsasoneday” (verse 8).

To understand this time scale, one needs only to take the six days of
creation and count each one as a thousand years. Its contextual setting
demands this. God worked six literal days in restoring the earth and
creating all things. On the seventh day He rested. Shortly after that,
man fell into sin, and with his fall, all of creation was ruined. God
then, through His love for man, purposed within Himself to “go back
to work” for six days to redeem man and the earth. As 2 Peter 3:8
tells us, this second set of six days are not literal as the first ones
were, but rather representative of one-thousand years each, or a total
of six-thousand years, with the seventh being the thousand years of
rest.

It is a blessed truth indeed that Adam'’s first day in the Garden of
Eden was Saturday, the day of rest. When he awoke on his first
morning, he needed not to go to work. God had finished it al and
made him the ruler over His creation. This is God's first
demonstration of grace toward man and is an exact pattern of what
God will do in the Saturday of one thousand years. For when God's
second week of redemptive work (6000 years) is finished, He will, in



the seventh thousand years, bring to consummation His goal to have
man ruling over the earth. That man will be “the last Adam,” the Lord
Jesus Christ along with His bride. When He returns, He will dispose
of Satan, the “god of this age” (2 Cor. 4:4) and set up His own
kingdom to rule the earth.

THE BELIEFSOF THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
CONCERNING GOD’'STIME SCALE

1.”Barnabas, the companion of Paul in histravels. In the 13th chapter
of the epistle ascribed to him, we find the following passage’ God
made in six days the works of His hands and He finished them the
seventh day; and He rested the seventh day and hallowed it. The
meaning of thisis: that in six-thousand years the Lord will bring all
things to an end, for with Him one day is as a thousand years, as
Himself testifieth; therefore in six days - that is six-thousand years
shall all things be accomplished. And what is this He saith - He rested
on the seventh day? He meaneth this, when His son shall come and
abolish the season of the wicked one and shall judge the ungodly, and
change the sun, moon, and stars, then He shall gloriously rest on that
seventh day.’

2. Papias, our second witness, was a disciple of John, and a
companion of Polycarp. ‘There will be a certain thousand years after
the resurrection of the dead when Christ will reign corporaly
(personally) upon the earth’ and he says, ‘that what he relates are the
very words of the elders, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, James, John,
Matthew, Aristio, and John the Presbyter, as related by them to those
of whom he constantly made inquiry; and he pledges himself to the
‘truth and fidelity of what he reports.’

3. Irenaeus was the disciple of Polycarp the pupil of John. He
wrote..."In whatever number of days the world was created, in the
same number of thousands of yearsit will come to its consummation.
God on the sixth day finished His work and rested on the seventh.
Thisis a history of the past - and a prophecy of the future - for the
day of the Lord is as athousand years.’



From these quotations one cannot help but be impressed with’ the fact
that those living nearest to the Lord and His Apostles believed
beyond any shadow of a doubt that the world was divided into two
time periods of six days of work and a day of rest...” (Selected
Writings Of A. Edwin Wilson, pages 3-4).

THE PAST JUDGMENT AND CREATIVE WEEK

A willing ignorance prevails over the theological community of
today. This same intelligentsia, that scoffs at the soon coming of the
Lord, preaches openly that the world will continue as it presently is
for an indefinite period of time. (2 Peter. 3:3,4). They willingly refuse
to believe that God has ordained the world to last only seven
thousand years before it is destroyed by fire. They willingly
misunderstand scripture that graphically marks out the beginning and
the end of the earth with judgments from God.

In our text (verses 5-6) God reveals to us a past judgment that marks
the time of the beginning of His seven-thousand year time scale, and
in verse 7, He tells us of a future judgment that will mark the end.
The first was by water, whereas the second will be by fire. The first
judgment destroyed both earth and atmosphere, so aso the second
judgment will destroy both earth and atmosphere. The first left a
ruined earth that was “without form and void,” so &l so the second will
leave a ruined earth that will be without form and void. Every thing
living was, or will be destroyed.

The World That Then Was

In Genesis 1:1, we see the original finished and perfect creation of
God. Thisis not the creation of six thousand years ago, but rather the
earth before it fell into judgment. This could have been millions of
years ago. In Genesis 1:2, we see the result of this creation after a
terrible judgment from God fell upon it. One of the greatest Hebrew
language scholars of the world, Dr. Chalmers, over a hundred years
ago, reminded us that the word “was’ in Genesis 1:2 is a moving
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verb, and should have been trandated “became.” Thus the earth
became “without form and void.” That is, the heaven and earth were
created perfect, but the earth became without form and void. It is
uncertain how long God alowed it to remain in this condition,
perhaps for millions of years. It is certain, however, that a judgment
did fall in the light of Isaiah 45:18, which says God did not create it
in vain (without form and void) but that He formed it to be inhabited.

It is the belief of many, including this writer, that this judgment
happened in connection with Satan’s fall. It seems that scripture
teaches in Isaiah 14:12-14 and Ezekiel 28:11-19 that God placed
Lucifer over the original earth of Genesis 1:1 as the “king-priest.” He
became Satan when he sinned against God and as a result fell from
the government of God that rules the universe.

In Jeremiah 4:23-28, God gives us a backward view of this judgment,
sandwiched in between other prophecies when Jeremiah wrote...

“...I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form and void; and the
heavens they had no light (24) | beheld the mountains, and lo they
trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. (25) | beheld, and, lo, there was
no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. (26) | beheld, and, lo,
the fruitful place was a wilderness, and al the cities thereof were broken
down at the presence of the Lord, and his fierce anger” (Jer. 4:23-28).

In 2 Peter 3:5, God mentions this past judgment of the earth that was
standing in the water and out of the water; a world that then was and
is no longer, because it perished (Gen. 1:2). Most Bible teachers
explain this verse of scripture away by saying it speaks of Noah's
flood. But, that cannot be! The flood of Noah's time did not destroy
the world. There were eight people who where saved in the ark, not to
mention a male and female representative of al the animal kingdom.
Also the fish of the sea did not die, and the atmosphere was not
destroyed as pictured in verse 5. Thus the world of Noah before the
flood, is the same world today and one cannot correctly say it was the
world “that then was.”

The judgment that fell upon the earth as described in Genesis 1:2 is
the same one that is pictured in 2 Peter 3:5-6. The earth became
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covered with water on its surface and in its atmosphere. In Gen.1:6-8,
God tells us that in the second day of creation, He removed the water
in the atmosphere by placing a firmament in the midst of the waters
and divided the waters which were under this firmament from those
which were above it. He then called that firmament heaven, or the
atmosphere.

After this, He created al thingsin the remaining four days. He tells us
specifically, that each day was a literal 24-hour period of time. He
uses the expression “the evening and the morning were the first day,
or the second day, or the third day, etc’ (Gen 1:5,8,13,19,23,31).
These days were not a thousand years or a million years each, but
rather 24 hours each. They were made up of a morning and an
evening, or one rotation of the earth.

In view of 2 Peter 3:5, God is simply saying that there will be a class
of men in the last days who will be willingly ignorant of the past
judgment of the earth and the literal six day creation. They are those
religious teachers of today that scoff at His return, and openly preach
that Jesus will not return, perhaps for hundreds of years. Yet, God has
written in His Word, that at the end of the six-thousand years of man,
His six days of redemptive work will be over. And then, the Lord
Jesus Christ will come forth with His bride to rule and reign over the
earth for the seventh day of rest, or the seventh-thousand years. This
will be the fulfillment of God's decree for man to have dominion
(rule) over all the earth (Gen. 1:28b). Then, after the Saturday of one-
thousand years, the heavens and the earth will be destroyed by fire.

GOD'STIME SCALE FOR ISRAEL’'SREDEMPTION

“1 will go {and} return to my place, till they acknowledge their offense,
and seek my face: in their affliction they will seek me early.

“Come, and et us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will hea
us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. After two days will he will
revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his
sight” (Hos. 5:15-6:2).

In this amazing Old Testament prophecy written 780 years before the

12



birth of Jesus Christ, God once again uses His time scale of “a day
with the Lord is as a thousand years.” But, unlike the message of 2
Peter, here He uses it to tell Israel how long their judgment will last,
when their restoration will come, and when their Messiah will return
to earth.

In verse 15, the prophecy speaks of Jesus returning to heaven, after
His crucifixion until they (Israel) acknowledge their offense (His
rejection and crucifixion) and seek His face early in affliction. This
affliction, which is God’'s coming judgment on Israel, will be so
terrible that the Bible calls it the “great tribulation” (Matt. 24:21).
According to other prophecies, this affliction will occur after the
rapture of the church and just before the second coming of Jesus
Christ to rule over the earth.

Notice, that after the Son of God (Israel’s Messiah) leaves off
speaking in this verse (15), then Israel begins speaking in the next
two verses (Hosea 6:1,2). Here the prophecy tells us of Israel’s future
repentance, their turning to God and crying out for their Messiah in
the midst of the “great tribulation.” Finaly, in verse 2 you have the
time scale as to when this will happen.

Notice that Isragl will be out of favor with God for two days, or two
thousand years. After that, He will raise them up in the third day, or
the third one thousand years. History, which is fulfilled prophecy,
teaches us that Israel has been scattered to the four corners of the
world for the past two thousand years or two prophetic days. This
began after they rejected their Messiah and He went back to heaven.
In the third day (which is the same as the seventh day of creation), the
Lord Jesus Christ will return with His bride to rule and reign over the
earth. At thistime Isragl will aso be redeemed and raised to be “head
of the nations’ (Zech.14:1-21).

GOD’'SREDEMPTION OF TWO GROUPS

Unlike that which others teach, there are two groups of God's people.
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Both are saved by the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
first is|srael and the second isthe Church.

Israel came into being by a special work of God through Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. God made an unconditional covenant with Abraham
and his seed (according to the flesh and the spirit). This covenant
promised earthly blessings during the last one thousand years of
God’s time scale (millennium or kingdom age). God has promised
that Israel will be living in blessing as the “head of the nations’ in the
land that is marked out in the scriptures (Gen.15:18). A land that
Israel has never yet inhabited completely and permanently.

Israel also had the great privilege of entering into a conditional
covenant with God that, if kept, would nationally give them the
privilege of ruling over the nations. They lost this by trading grace for
the keeping of the law at Mt. Sinai, and later crucifying their Messiah.
Before Jesus Christ left this earth, He took this great privilege from
them and gave it to a “nation, bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Matt.
21:43).

This nation is none other than the second group of God'’s people, the
Church (1 Peter 2:9-10). This group begins at Pentecost and ends at
the “rapture of the church.” To be a member of this group (both Jew
and Gentile), one must have lived between the time of the cross and
the rapture, exercised faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and brought forth
spiritual fruit from hislife (Matt. 21:43).

Contrary to that which most Bible teachers teach, not al of the saved
of this period of time will be given the privilege of ruling and
reigning with Christ over the earth. Instead, scripture teaches that it
will be given only to those who are saved and who bring forth fruit.
This will ultimately be decided at the Judgment Seat of Chrigt.
Scripture gives a sad commentary indeed, particularly in these last
days, when it tells usthat only afew Christians will gain this reward.

During this present time, God is dealing only with the church. Israel
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will not come into favor with God again until He returns to earth to
set up His kingdom for the last one-thousand years. After that,
scripture teaches the earth will be destroyed by fire (in the thirty-first
century), and a new heaven and earth will be created (2 Peter 3:10-13,
Rev. 21:1, Isa. 65:17, Isa. 66:22).

CLOSING THOUGHTS

In closing this chapter, we want to emphasize several truths that were
covered. Thefirst tells us that God has ordained seven-thousand years
as a stage of human existence in which God's drama of redemption
for man is completed. Within this redemptive time scale, God is
saving two different groups of people —Israel and the church. Each
group is saved the same way, through the finished work of Jesus
Christ on the cross (Acts 4:12). Each isin favor with God in different
time periods. Each group will have a different kind of reward. Israel’s
reward will be earthly and the church’s spiritual .

As we continue with the remaining chapters of this book, Israel will
not be within the scope of teaching. Rather, it is the intention of the
writer to teach only of the Christian’s coming privilege to rule and
reign with Jesus Christ (saved Jew and Gentile) — of those who will
gain it, and of those who will lose it. Our prayer is that the reader will
come to desire this privilege above all things (Rom. 8:17).

With the knowledge that the rapture of the church must occur at least
seven years before Jesus Christ comes to set up His kingdom, and
with the startling realization that some Bible chronologers have
already estimated that we are living somewhere near the 6000th year.
We must conclude that time is short.

See Diagram 1 on page 16
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Diagram 1

Human History
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Past Future
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2 Pet. 3:10
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CHAPTER TWO

THE KEYS OF THREE

The keys that unlock the mysteries and higher truths of the Word of
God lie within understanding the “keys of three.” The reader to
further understand God's plan for man to rule over this earth must
master these keys.

The Apostle Paul throughout the New Testament world first taught
these keys. Then, during the fourth century they were lost to the
Christian world as a result of the church marrying paganism and
becoming the “world church.” Then, after twelve centuries of “Dark
Ages’ had passed by, the time of the Reformation came, and with it, a
rediscovering of the truth of salvation by grace through faith.
However, with all of this, the Protestant reformation failed to find the
lost keys. Later on, a few Christian writers caught a glimpse of them
and began writing on that which they saw. These were giants like
Govett, Pember, and Panton who lived from the early nineteenth
century through to the beginning of the twentieth century. After these
men passed on these truths were again lost. Today there are only a
few who understand and teach them.

This chapter will set forth the meaning of “the keys of three,” first in
the make-up of man, secondly in the salvation of man, then in the
personage of Christ and His work, and finally in the kingdom of God.
Then in the following chapters, a detailed revelation of al of the
truths associated with the “keys of three” will be revealed.

THE KEY OF THREE IN THE MAKE-UP OF MAN
The popular teaching today concerning man is that man is composed

of body and spirit with the soul being a part of the spirit. In the study
of theology, this view is called the dichotomy (division into two) of
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man. Seminaries and Bible schools alike teach this view, and as such,
missthe first “key of three” on the road to higher knowledge.

The simple truth according to the Bible is that man is a “trichotomy.”
That is, he is divided into three parts. He has a body, soul and spirit.
Each of these parts of man has boundaries that can be divided from
one another by the Word of God (Heb. 4: 12). Also each part must be
saved and preserved unto the coming of the Lord in order for man to
rule and reign with Jesus Christ (1 Thess. 5:23).

THE KEY OF THREE IN MAN'SSALVATION

If someone were to ask you if you were saved, as a Christian, you
would be correct to answer... "l have been saved, | am being saved,
and | will be saved” This answer describes the three tenses of
salvation and as such, the key of threein man’s salvation.*

Past Tense Salvation - Salvation Of The Spirit of Man

“For by Grace are ye saved [you have been saved] through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works lest
any man should boast” (Eph.2:8-9).

According to the Greek text, the first part of verse eight should have
Yheen trandated “For by grace through faith have you been
saved... “The Holy Spirit had this verse written in the perfect tense
(the American Standard Version as well as other trandations renders
this as such). The perfect tense in the Greek language means that it is
a work, or act completed in the past, with its finished results

! *The author first wrote on the three-fold salvation of man in his book “The Adventure
And The Traps’ published in 1972. This teaching was aso incorporated into his
international Bible study tape ministry “Lamp And Light Cassette Fellowship Inc.” in
1975. Others who have written on these truths are Rev. A. E. Wilson (deceased) in
“The Star Of Hope" and Arlen L. Chitwood in his book “The Salvation Of The Soul”
published in 1983.
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extending into the present time. Thus these two verses of scripture
describe a salvation that was totally accomplished on the cross by
Jesus Christ, and which extends into our present time in a finished
state for al those who receive it through faith. It is biblically known
as the salvation of the spirit and is for the purpose of saving man
from the penalty of his sin and giving to him eternal life (body, soul
and spirit in heaven).

It is a salvation totally made by the finished work of our Lord Jesus
Christ on the cross, and to which no one can add thereto by any
means of works. Even the faith that is exercised by the believer in
order to obtain it can not be his own faith, but rather the faith that
God gives to him. Hence, there can be no boasting of additional
works. When any preacher, teacher, church or denomination, adds to
this finished work as a condition to savation, no matter how
indiscernible this addition may be, then it becomes impossible for
anyone, who has placed themselves under those conditions, to be
saved. In these last days, there has been a host of works added by
man. These range from the subtle to the ridiculous. baptism,
repentance and praying the sinner’s prayer are just a few.

Baptism and repentance have their place in the total salvation of man
as conditions to rule and reign with Christ, but they have no place in
the first tense of salvation which is by grace alone — plus nothing!

For instance, wherever the word “repentance” occurs in the New
Testament, it is generally used as a command from God to those who
already belong to Him. Most of the time it is used in connection with
Isragl, calling them to turn back to God. In this dispensation of grace,
it isacall for the church to live a daily life of confession of sin and
obedience to the Word. Never isit used as a condition that alost man
must accomplish before he can be saved! Consider the Gospel of
John. This book was written to show all mankind how to be saved,
yet the word “repent” is nowhere to be found in any of its pages (John
20:31).

Still others teach that in order for one to be saved he has to pray the
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sinner’ s prayer. God's Word says that it is through faith, not prayer. If
it were necessary for the lost to pray in order to receive salvation,
then that prayer would be a condition, and as such an added work to
the finished work.

With the congtruction of the Greek words in Ephesians 2:8-9, the
perfect tense shows an additional insistence and persistence that all
work has been finished. The meaning being that no other works are
necessary to be saved, to stay saved, or to prove that you are saved.
What must one then do to be saved? The answer is absolutely
nothing! “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved...”
(Acts 16:30-31). Believing then is not working, but rather resting!

Present Tense Salvation - Salvation Of The Soul Of Man

“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;
but unto us which are saved [who are being saved] it is the power
of God” (1 Cor. 1:18).

According to the Greek text, the last part of this verse should have
been trandated as follows “ ...but unto us who are being saved it is
the power of God.”

With this understanding we are introduced to a new kind of salvation
which operates in the present continuous tense. Unlike the completed
past tense salvation, this salvation reveals to us a present and
continuous work (not yet completed) that begins in our lives at the
moment our spirits are saved and continues in a present tense until it
ends at the Judgment Seat of Christ. The scriptures call this salvation,
the “salvation of the soul” (1 Peter 1:9). And since the words “soul”
and “life” in the New Testament are trandated from the same Greek
word “psuche,” this salvation, is also known as the “salvation of the
life Moreover, this present continuous salvation of the soul has
nothing to do with eternal life, as past tense salvation does, but rather
the saving of a believer into the millennial kingdom of Christ. If a
believer lives for himself here (gains his soul), he will lose it there (at
the Judgment Seat of Christ). If he loses it here for Christ’'s sake, he
will gain it there.
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To further understand this, the scriptures speak of the soul or life of
man in three aspects. (1) The life principle of the body (Lev. 17:11).
(2) The life essence of man, with or without his body, with all his
normal faculties (Luke 16:22-23, Rev. 6:9-11). (3) The life quality of
man either in this present life or the life to come (James 1:21).

It is this third aspect or the “life quality of man” that isin view when
the scriptures speak of the salvation of the soul. One who loses his
soul at the Judgment Seat of Christ, loses his future quality of life. He
will either have eternal life with rewards, or he will have eternal life
without rewards. He will either be chosen to rule and reign with
Christ in His coming kingdom, or be excluded from that kingdom. He
will either gain great power and ability to produce great works, or he
will lose his ability and power to accomplish any future works
whatsoever. (Matt. 25:28).

Salvation of the soul then, is dependent on the quality of life a
believer chooses while on earth. If he alows his old nature to rule his
life, he will produce works of wood, hay, and stubble. These will be
burned up at the Judgment Seat of Christ, with the results being the
loss of his soul (future life quality without rewards). If however,
through the Word of God, he permits his new nature (the Holy Spirit
in him) to rule over hislife, he will produce works of gold, silver, and
precious stones (1 Cor.3:11-15). Since these works cannot be burned
up, the results of this testing will be the saving of his soul (future life
quality with rewards).

When one fails to learn the difference between the new birth
(salvation of the spirit) and life in the coming kingdom (salvation of
the soul), he will become confused over many passages of scripture
that speak of these two salvations. As an example: Whereas, salvation
of the spirit is mostly taught in the epistle to the Romans, salvation of
the soul is taught in Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Hebrews,
James and First and Second Peter.
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Diagram 24
Salvation Of The Soul
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1n the above diagram 2A, the dot at (A) represents past tense safvation
at the moment one believes on the Lord Jesus Christ (savation of the
spirit). It’s 2 finished work that cannot be added to, or taken away. Then
out of this dot is an extended line, (B) which represents a present
contmuous tense salvation of the life of the believer (sakation of the
soul). This line extends throughout his life and ends at the Judgment

Seat Of Christ afier the rapture.

To illustrate both of these salvations the reader is referred to Diagram
2A on this page.

There is a vast difference between the two salvations represented by
the dot and the line and illustrated in this diagram. Consider this:

@

2

Whereas, savation of the spirit through faith saves man
from the penalty of sin, the savation of the soul by a
continuous living faith is presently saving the believer from
the power of sin.

Whereas, the first has aready saved the believer into

heaven, the second is presently saving the faithful believer
into the kingdom of heaven.
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(3) Whereas, the first offers eternal life, the second offers
rewards.

(4) Whereas, the first offers a gift which is not worked for, the
second offers a prize which must be won (Phil. 3:14).

(5) Whereas, the first cannot be lost, the second can be lost (2
John 1:8).

Future Tense Salvation - The Body of Man

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel