The Book of Revelation
With Bill Yates

1. It is the revelation of God


:
It originated in God

2. It the revelation about Jesus

:
It about Jesus Christ

3. It is the revelation by an angel

:
It came through an angel of god

4. It is the revelation through John

:
It is written in an island of Patmos

5. It is the revelation to the Church

:
It is a letter sent to the 7 churches of Asia.

· John was in the Patmos Island

· John was in the Spirit

· John was in there in Sunday.

· John was in prison for the word of God and for the testimony of God. When we are alone in suffering for God we can hear from God.

A map shows the Patmos is an island near by coast of Turkey country, where the 7 churches were situated. It is not clear who is posted the letters to the Asian Churches. But it is clear that John himself did not do it. It is also not clear that there were 7 copies were made and given to all the churches all the copies. The man who deliver the letters might have travelled to all the churches of Asian and deliver them. It is praise worthy matter that, this man’s sacrificial service for the Lord.

The Number Seven
Some people interprets that the 7 churches represents the 7 church ages of the history. Seven is significant number in the Book. It is mentioned in 49 times in the book in compare to other numbers.  Seven is perfect number. 6 days God created all things and 7th God rested from all.
1. 7 sprits (1: 7,8)
2. 7 churches / stars (2:3)
3. 7 appearance of Jesus
4. 7 trumpets

5. 7 angels

6. 7 seals

7. 7 cups. etc

It is to be noted that I the book of revelation there is a true church (19 – 22) and false church too (17:19). God church is the bride and satan church is the prostitute. The true church called a true child and the false church is called the harlot. The true church reaches to heaven where as the false churches thrown down to hell. True church is with white rode and false church is with blood colour. There is nothing wrong in putting any color of dress, these are typical pictures. There is Christ as well as the anti-christ too. Likewise there are many anti-type persons and things are found in the book.
The book so revelation tells mostly about the things of the future. The 1:18 – 19 key and theme verses of the entire book:-

1. The things he has seen : The Past (1)

2. The things which is happening : The Present ( 2 – 3)
3. The tings which will take place : The Future ( 4 – 22)

The present program of God is building His Church as he told in Matthew 17: 18.

The picture of Heaven mentioned in the Book :-

1. The Throne of God

2. The 24 Elders

3. The 4 Living Heavenly Creatures.

4. Golden Street

5. The River of God

6. The Tree of Life

7. The Rainbo
Kingdom of God and His Throne

His Throne is a Picture is God’s ruling.
His Throne is a Picture of His Judgement.

His Throne is a Picture of God’s Control and sustaining.

The world may shake but the throne of God is always eternal and He is in absolute control of His Church.  The Book of the Revelation is to encourage the service of God and His Church on the earth.

There is another key verse can be seen in the Book 11:15, where the 7th angel proclaims through the trumpets that God and His Throne will last for ever and ever. The future Kingdom of God is Heaven. In the Lord ’s Prayer we pray that His Kingdom Come and His will to be done on the earth. It is to say the Kingdom of God will come down to the earth. It will happen when Jesus Christ rules on this earth which is the Millennium Kingdom on earth. Righteousness and peace will remain on this earth. Before we go to the heaven, the Golden City of God, to live with God forever, the Kingdom of God will come down to the earth and Jesus will rule on this earth as for 1000 years. 
· There is no darkness

· There is no tear no sorrow

· There is night

· There is no hungry

· There is no sickness
Where Jesus came to establish His kingdom he will come in the same manner to earth and land in the Mount. Olive and His will rule from the city of Jerusalem. (2 Pet 3) (Matthew 25).

The Throne of God
The word throne mentioned in the entire Book of revelation 37 times:-

· Rev. 3: 21: Jesus Christ is sitting the Throne of God.
· Heb 1:2 : At the Right Hands of the father

· Mark 16:19 : Sitting at the Right Hand of God

The Kingdom Throne

· Luke 1: 32 – The Throne of David to reign over the Jews, the House of Jacob. This Throne will be in :-

· The Mountain of Zion.
· Of the City of Jerusalem.
· On the Earth.

The Afternoon Section

· New Jerusalem

Ps. 48:2: - City of God

Ps.47:7 – 10 - God rules on the Earth.
Isa. 65:66  - New Heaven and Earth

There is a Temple  in heaven. 

Three things in the Kingdom of Jesus on Earth:-

1. Throne, 

2. City and

3. Temple to worship

Will be on the earth as it is in heaven. That does not mean they these will be same as in heaven. 

· New Jerusalem

But the Bible says that New Jerusalem will be far above the earth, yet can be reached by God’s saints. These are the hopes of believers in Jesus Christ. Thus the Book of revelation is : 

1. The Book of Hope

2. Book of Judgement

3. Book of Symbols (The 7 Lamp Stands tell of Church as the light to the world).
Revelation 1 – 3 tell of Jesus as the Hope of the World
Revelation 4 – 22 tell of Jesus as the Judge of the World (Matthew 25). 

Angels speaking in the Book of Revelation is 65 times where as the word angel is mentioned at least 70 times. Angels are the agents who will judge the in the Kingdom of Jesus on the earth. 

Chapter One : The Picture  of the Judge
John sees Jesus as the Son of Man in Heaven. There are various displays of Jesus appearance in Heaven. John bowed down before Jesus when he sees to Him. 

There are 8 names mentioned:-
1. Son of Man

2. Alpha & Omega

3. The Faithful Witness

4. First born from the dead

5. King of the Earth

6. The Living One for ever

7. Who Was, Who Is, and Who Is to Come : Jehovah
8. Almighty
Jesus hold the Lamp Stands : Witness
Jesus hold the Keys of death and Hades : Authority
Jesus hold the 7 Stars : Lordship
Chapter Two: The Picture of the Church

The good things as well as their weakness of the churches are revealed by Jesus to John. Jesus always tells about eh good thing before He tells about the bad things. 
1. The Church of Ephesians.

There are 9 good things Jesus told about the church of Ephesians and 1 bad church, yet Jesus said it is a fallen Church. 
2. The Church of Smyrna.

There is only one church of the 7 churches of which Jesus did not tell any bad things about it. The church of Smyrna has 2 good things are mentioned about this church. The Smyrna church was a Persecuted church. Jesus had blessed the one who is persecuted for the righteousness sake in his sermon on the mountain.
3. The Church of Paramus. 
Jesus tells 2 good things and 3 bad about this church. This church is called 
4. The Church of Thyatira

There are 5 good things and 3 bad things. To this Church Jesus gave time to repent from her immorality. This church is called an Immoral church.
5. The Church of Sardis.
There 2 good thing and 2 bad things mentioned by Jesus here. This church is called a Dead church.

6. The Church of Philadelphia
There are 3 good things and ½ bad things can be seen (3:8) if looked carefully – little strength. Church supposes to have full strength of God. It is called a Weak Church.
7. The Church Laoddeica.

This is a small church and this is the only church of which Jesus did not mention any good things about it. But there are a least 9 things mentioned about it. It is called a poor church. 
History tells that these 7 churches in Asia are whipped away from the existing. After 600 years these churches are no more because Muslim faith has taken them over.

But the imaging things is this that Jesus still calls these weak churches His own Church and holds them in his hands as star and lamp stands. These 7 stories churches tell of the characteristics and nature of the church on the earth. But Jesus Christ is coming to take His church to heaven. Even so come oh Lord Jesus. Amen!

The Book of Apocalyptic
The Book of Revelation is called the Apocalyptic, which means unveiling or removing he curtain. It unveils the future tings through many symbols and type. 

What did Jesus first reveals to us in the Book of Revelation?

1. Jesus reveals about Himself as the Head of the Church in the World.

2. Jesus did not reveals any ting about the locality and the society or church leaders, of other aspects of the Churches. Jesus only spoke about the spiritual status of the Church. Jesus most concern to day is His Church. 

3. Jesus reveals the Future Hope of Church and His children.

4. Jesus reveals about the false Christ and prophets and their activities in the world

5. Jesus reveals then about the coming Judgement on the Earth.

6. Jesus reveals about His Coming Glorious Kingdom on the Earth.

7. Jesus reveals lastly about the New Heaven, New Earth and Eternity.

Jesus and His Church in The Book of Revelation:-

1. Jesus is the Head of the Church. He said He is the One who hold the 7 stars in His hands. It is Jesus who began the building of the Church and will complete the Church for Himself. He is the Author and the Finisher of our faith. (Heb 12: 4 – 5).

2. Church should listen to Him; Jesus said to the Churches that those who have ears should listen to Him.

3. Church should be witness to Him; Jesus is revealed Himself to John as the Faithful Witness.

4. There are 3 kids of major Christian denominations found in the world:-

a. Roman Catholic 

b. Orthodox

c. Protestant

In the Book of Revelation Jesus required one ting from the church is LOVE.

5. 
Jesus is the Mediator for the Church ; He intercedes for the Church.

To be continue…
