GENESIS 
Generations: Chapter 5 -

1. Adam was 130 years old when Seth was born.
2. Adam was 235 years old when Enos was born. 
3. Adam was 325 years old when Cainan was born.
4. Adam was 395 years old when Mahalaleel was born.
5. Adam was 460 years old when Jared was born.
6. Adam was 622 years old when Enock was born. 
7. Adam was 687 years old when Methuselah was born.
8. Adam was 874 years old when Lamech was born. 

Lamech was 56 years old when Adam died. Methusaleh and Lamech could have received the story of creation direct from Adam. Lamech was the father of Noah. Noah was the tenth generation from Adam. Methusaleh could have given Adam's story of creation to Noah's sons, Ham, Shem and Japeth, who were 100 years old when Methusaleh died. 

The Flood was in the 600th year of Noah's life. From the Creation of Adam to the flood was 1656 years. Noah lived 350 years after the Flood. Abram was 56 years old when Noah died. Shem lived 500 years after the Flood. Jacob was 48 years old when Shem died. 

The account of Creation and the account of the Flood could have come from Adam to Methusaleh, from Methusaleh to Shem, and from Shem to Jacob. The twelve sons of Israel (Jacob) knew the story well when they dwelt in Egypt. Moses, who wrote the account of Creation and of the Flood, belonged to the third generation in Egypt. 

The message could have come from Adam to Methusaleh, then to Shem, then to Jacob, then to Levi and then to Moses. This account could have reached Moses from Adam by word-of- mouth in five generations. 

The Capacity of the Ark

In order to preserve both human and terrestrial animal life on the earth, God instructed Noah to build a huge barge-like structure called an ark, in which the occupants would be saved from destruction in the coming Flood. According to God's instructions, the Ark was to be designed for capacity and floating stability rather than for speed or navigability. The dimensions were to be 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high. 

The question is: how long is a cubit? The Babylonians had a royal cubit of about 19.8 inches; the Egyptians had a longer and a shorter cubit of about 10.65 and 17.6 inches, respectively; and the Hebrews apparently had a long cubit of 20.4 inches (Ezekiel 40:5) and a common cubit of about 17.5 inches. Another common cubit of antiquity was 24 inches. Most writers believe the Biblical cubit to be 18 inches. 

To be very conservative, assume the cubit to have been only 17.5 inches, the shortest of all cubits, so far as is known. In that case, the Ark would have been 438 feet long, 72.9 feet wide, and 43.8 feet high. It can be shown hydro-dynamically that a gigantic box of such dimensions would be exceedingly stable, almost impossible to capsize. Even in a sea of gigantic waves, the ark could be tilted through any angle up to just short of 90o and would immediately thereafter right itself again. Further- more, it would tend to align itself parallel with the direction of major wave advance and thus be subject to minimum pitching most of the time. 

With the dimensions as calculated, the total volumetric capacity of the Ark was approximately 1,400,000 cubic feet, which is equal to the volumetric capacity of 522 standard livestock cars such as used on modern American railroads. Since it is known that about 240 sheep can be transported in one stock car, a total of over 125,000 sheep could have been carried in the Ark. 

The Number of Animals

In these verses are contained the instructions for the preservation of the animals in the Ark. A male and a female of each "kind" were to be brought into the Ark, "to keep them alive." The scope was quite comprehensive: "two of every sort." God had a purpose for each created kind, so He intended that all the kinds be preserved through the Flood. In addition to this general rule, seven animals of each "clean" kind (evidently those intended for use as domestic and sacrificial animals) were to be taken on board [7:2]. 

Most land animals are small, of course; so this did not by any means present an impossible task. Authorities on biological taxonomy estimate that there are less than eighteen thousand species of mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians living in the world today. This number might be doubled to allow for known extinct land animals (that is, those known from actual fossil records, not the imaginary transitional forms that never existed except in the minds of evolutionists). Allowing then for two of each species, there might have to be a total of about seventy-two thousand animals on the Ark -- say seventy-five thousand; to allow for the five extra animals in each "clean" species. 

Since, as we have already seen, the Ark could have carried as many as one hundred and twenty-five thousand sheep, and since the average size of land animals is surely less than that of sheep, it is obvious that no more than 60 percent of its capacity would have to be used for animals. Actually, it would have been less than this, since the Biblical "kind" is probably considerably broader than that of the arbitrary "species" category of modern biology. There were a few large animals (elephants, dinosaurs, giraffes, etc.) to be carried on the Ark, but many more small ones (mice, robins, lizards, frogs, etc.). Even the large animals were probably represented as young (therefore small) individuals, since they had to spend a year in the Ark without reproductive activity and then go out to repopulate the earth. 

Thus, the specified size of the Ark seems ideally appropriate for the animals it had to carry. There was of course also ample room for the approximately one million species of insects (many of these, no doubt, could have survived outside the Ark), as well as food for the animals, for living quarters for Noah and his family, and for any other necessary purposes. 

A STUDY ON JOSEPH

INTRODUCTION: Many Bible students have noticed the interesting parallels between the life of Joseph and that of our Savior. The Bible never states that Joseph was a type of Christ, but many of the parallels seem more than just chance. Notice now some of the more striking similarities between Joseph and the Lord Jesus: 
I. Both Joseph and Christ were beloved of the Father [Genesis 37:3; John 3:16]. 

II. Both Joseph and Christ Jesus were sent by their Father on a mission of kindness to their brethren [Genesis 37:13; John 3:16]. 

III. Both Joseph and Christ Jesus came to their brethren and were rejected [Genesis 37:18; John 1:11]. 

IV. Both Joseph and the Lord were sold for silver [Genesis 37:28; Matthew 27:3]. 

V. Both Joseph and the Lord Jesus were delivered to the Gentiles [Genesis 37:36; Matthew 27:2]. 

VI. Both Joseph and Christ Jesus were tempted [Genesis 39; Matthew 4:1-11]. 

VII. Both Joseph and the Lord were numbered with sinners [Genesis 39:20; Isaiah 53:12]. 

VIII. Both Joseph and Christ Jesus were exalted [Genesis 41:38- 40; Philippians 2:9]. 

IX. Both Joseph and Jesus Christ saved their people [Genesis 50:20-21; Matthew 1:21]. 

X. Both Joseph and Christ forgave their persecutors [Genesis 50:19-21; Luke 23:34]. 

XI. The Lord Jesus like Joseph will have a Gentile bride [Genesis 41:45]. 

CONCLUSION: A little thought will reveal many other parallels between Christ and Joseph. A.W. Pink mentions over one hundred.
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