The Book of First Samuel

I. SAMUEL: God’s prophet, priest, and judge, Chapters 1 — 8

II. SAUL: Satan’s man, Chapters 9 — 15
III. DAVID: God’s man, Chapters 16 — 31
1. The Call & Rule of Samuel - chapters 1 - 8

a. The Birth of Samuel & Song of Hannah - 1:1 - 2:10

b. Samuel's Childhood & Call - 2:11 - 3:21

c. The Death of Eli - chapter 4

d. The Ark Taken & Returned - 5:1 - 7:2

e. Samuel Judges Israel - 7:3 - 8:22

2. The Call & Reign of Saul - chapters 9 - 15

a. Samuel & Saul Meet - 9:1-25

b. Saul's Annointment - 9:26 - 10:27

c. Saul's Victory Over the Ammonites - chapter 11

d. The Speech of Samuel - chapter 12

e. The Sins of Saul - chapters 13 - 15

(1) Foolish Sacrifice - chapter 13

(2) Foolish Command - chapter 14

(3) Rebellion & Stubborness - chapter 15

3. The Conflict Between Saul & David - chapters 16 - 31

a. David's Secret Annointment - 16:1-13

b. David Serves Saul - 16:14-23

c. David & Goliath - chapter 17

d. Saul's Jealousy of David - chapters 18 – 20

e. David a Fugitive from Saul - chapters 21 – 27

f. The Fall of the House of Saul - chapters 28 - 31

The Book of Second Samuel 

I. TRIUMPHS of David, Chapters 1 — 10

II. TROUBLES of David, Chapters 11 — 24
1. David's Great Victory Over the House of Saul - chapters 1 - 4

a. David Mourns for Saul & Jonathan - chapter 1

b. War between David & Ishbosheth - chapters 2 - 4

2. David's Great Rule - chapters 5-7

a. David Unites the Kingdom - chapter 5 

b. David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem - chapter 6 

c. God's Great Promise to David - chapter 7

3. David's Great Victories Over God's Enemies - chapters 8 - 10

a. David Defeats Moab, Philistia, Zobah, & Syria - chapter 8

b. David's Kindness to Mephibosheth - chapter 9 

c. David Defeats the Ammonite & Syrian Alliance - chapter 10

4. David's Great Sins & Their Punishments - chapters 11 - 21

a. David Commits Adultery & Murder - chapter 11 

b. God's Judgment on David - 12:1-23 

c. Birth of Solomon - 12:24-25 

d. Defeat of Ammon - 12:26-31 

e. Rape of Tamar & Death of Amnon - chapter 13 

f. Rebellion of Absalom - chapters 14-19 

g. Rebellion of Sheba - chapter 20 

h. Three Years of Famine - 21:1-14 |

i. Defeat of Philistines - 21:15-22

5. Conclusion: Great Faith, Great Strength, Great Sin - chapters 22 - 24

a. Great Faith: David's Psalm of Praise - 22:1 - 23:7 

b. Great Strength: David's Mighty Men - 23:8-39 

c. Great Sin: David's Punishment for Sin of Numbering People - chapter 24

