Christian Worship

· Worship is transcultural. (Worship has certain dynamics that are beyond culture.)

· Worship is contextual. (Worship reflects local patterns of speech, dress, and other cultural characteristics.)

· Worship is counter-cultural. (Worship resists the idolatries of a given culture.)

· Worship is cross-cultural. (Worship reflects the fact that the body of Christ transcends time and space.)

Towards a Theology of Worship

Eight foundational principles for a theology of worship, taken from the prologue to The Worship Sourcebook, a joint publication of Baker Books, Faith Alive Christian Resources, and the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship:

1. Christian worship should be biblical. The Bible is the source of our knowledge of God and of the world’s redemption in Christ. Worship should include prominent readings of Scripture. It should present and depict God’s being, character, and actions in ways that are consistent with scriptural teaching. It should obey explicit biblical commands about worship practices, and it should heed scriptural warnings about false and improper worship. Worship should focus its primary attention where the Bible does: on the person and work of Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of all creation and the founder and harbinger of the kingdom of God through the work of the Holy Spirit.

2. Christian worship should be dialogic. In worship, God speaks and God listens. By the power of the Holy Spirit, God challenges us, comforts us, and awakens us. And by the prompting of the Holy Spirit we listen and then respond with praise, confession, petition, testimony, and dedication. Scripture constantly depicts God as initiating and participating in ongoing relationships with people. A healthy life with God maintains a balance of attentive listening and honest speech. So does healthy worship. This is why our words matter in worship: they are used by God to speak to us, and they carry our praise and prayer to God.

3. Christian worship should be covenantal. In worship, God’s gracious and new covenant with us in Christ is renewed, affirmed, and sealed. The relationship that God welcomes us into is not a contractual relationship of obligations but a promise-based or covenantal relationship of self-giving love. It is more like a marriage than a legal contract. Worship rehearses God’s promises to us and allows for us to recommit ourselves to this covenantal relationship. One question to ask of any worship service is whether it has enabled us to speak to God as faithful and committed covenant partners.

4. Christian worship should be Trinitarian. In worship we address the triune God-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-one God in three persons, the God of holiness, love, beauty, and power. God is the One who graciously invites our worship and then hears our response. God is the One who perfects and mediates our praise and petitions. God is also the One who helps us comprehend what we hear and prompts us to respond. In worship, then, we are drawn into relationship with God (the Father) through God (the Son) and by God (the Holy Spirit). Worship is an arena in which the triune God is active in drawing us closer, using tangible, physical things like water, bread, and wine; melodies, rhythms, and harmonies; gestures, smiles, and handshakes to nurture and challenge us. In worship we focus our attention on this self-giving God. This God-centered focus also keeps us from the temptation to worship worship itself.

5. Christian worship should be communal. The gospel of Christ draws us into communal life with other people. Worship is one setting in which we see the church in action and we attempt to demonstrate and deepen the unity, holiness, and witness of the church. Worship is a first-person-plural activity. It is extremely significant in worship that otherwise remarkably different people nevertheless offer praise together, pray together, listen together, and make promises together.

6. Christian worship should be hospitable, caring, and welcoming. Christian worship must never be self-centered. In worship we pray for the world and offer hospitality to all who live in fear, despair, and loneliness. Public worship sends us out for worshipful lives of service and witness. Worship not only comforts us with the promises of the gospel but also disturbs us (in the best sense) as we realize the significance of fear and brokenness in our world and the world’s desperate need for a Savior. Worship stokes the gratitude of our hearts that leads naturally to serving the needs of our broken world.

7. Christian worship should be “in but not of” the world. Christian worship always reflects the culture out of which it is offered. Patterns of speech, styles of dress, senses of time, rhythms and harmonies of music, and styles of visual symbols vary widely depending on cultural contexts. At the same time, worship must not be enslaved to culture. It must remain prophetic, challenging any dimension of local culture that is at odds with the gospel of Christ.

8. Christian worship should be a generous and excellent outpouring of ourselves before God. Worship should not be stingy. Like the perfume that anointed Jesus’ feet, our worship should be a lavish outpouring of our love and praise to the God who has created and redeemed us. Worship calls for our best offerings. When we practice music, prepare words to speak, set aside gifts of money and time to offer, and ensure that we are rested and ready to give our undivided attention, we are practicing the kind of excellence worthy of our great and gracious God.

Conclusion: These norms, which are more illustrative than exhaustive, point to enduring lessons of Christian wisdom drawn from two thousand years of practice and reflection. And because they are so important, these basic norms must not simply reside in books and websites about worship, they must function habitually in the working imaginations of worship leaders and worshipers each week. Those who lead worship and those who gather in the pew have the joyful task of imagining how worship can be truly biblical, dialogic, covenantal, Trinitarian, hospitable, and excellent.

Modern Worship vs Doctrines

One of the major components in today’s Christianity is Worship. Since the charismatic explosion in the early 1900s in the West - America in particular, Christians founded a new era of expression in the systematic duties of a Christian, the paradigm shift from primarily TEACHINGS of the early churches to the Reformation, today, Worship held an important aspect of our Christian faith.

I’ve often wondered after attending services from an Assemblies of God church, to a Charismatic Church, to a Presbyterian Church and now back to a Charismatic Church, and have seen and involved in the Church music ministry, I often wonder, how many Christians who were singing the songs actually thought through what’s being sung? There are two aspects of this, when we sing, we declare what the song proclaims - Lord I give you my heart, I give you my soul, I live for you alone... WAIT a min; am I really living it for Him alone?

It was in the music ministry practice that the worship leader asked “what do we want in worship”, some said freedom of worshipping God, forgetting about others and just immersed in worship, etc. I felt indifferent when posed a question like that - I didn’t want to answer, not that I do not know the answer but I cannot coherently put forth intelligently what I am thinking. I had a real tiring weekend and I felt I haven’t accomplished anything except rushing here and there and it is totally meaningless. I will speak fearlessly without fear of people or how people will feel, and I pray I will speak what’s right and what’s wrong according to the standard of God. To do so, I must match it up with my life. Tiredness and stress have caused me to hurt Mercy and I must be strong to handle the finances and not be so careless with it.

I am so sick of life, I am so sick of doing the meaningless thing just to keep up with looking good, and I am so sick of meeting up to people’s expectation. No, I will handle my spiritual walk with God on my own as I have had done so for so many years, I do not need people in my walk with God. I had enough of humanity, and I will be nice to people but I will choose whom I invest my life in. I am so TIRED of it all, God I want to end my life and I am reminded of the vow I made that it will all end at 35, sounds like I am brought back to that vow.

I am not a good person, and I am a bad boyfriend and will make a terrible husband, and I am a horrible Christian, I can never ever do the right thing so far. What’s the point of trying so hard…. when what I did, has hurt the very person I love. I do not want to meet people’s expectation anymore.

Coming back to the topic, most worship songs fail the standard of doctrinal scrutiny. One main doctrinal error in Worship songs, we were never to worship the Holy Spirit, or even Jesus, for Jesus and the Holy Spirit always direct Worship to God alone. We humanized Jesus to a lover; however, it is God who loves us so much that He gave his Son to die for us. The focus of modern worship appeals to the emotions, and violated sound teachings of the Apostles and that alone, is a cause of concern for doctrinal heresy.

So my answer what I wants in worship? Not to be a hypocrite when we sing and declare and that we will truly understand what’s a true worshipper.

� From The Worship Sourcebook, co-published by the � HYPERLINK "http://www.calvin.edu/worship/index.php" �Calvin Institute of Christian Worship�.
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